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Lesson. Calendar 
Second Quarter 


1. April 2.—Conversion of Saul. ........- Acts 9: t«31 
2. Aprilo.—Afneas and Dorcas .........+.--. Acts 9 : 32-43 
3. April 16.—Peter and Cormelius. ........-. Acts 10: 123 
= April 23.—The Gospel for the Gentiles. ..... Acts 10 : 24-4 
Or, Easter Lesson: The Risen Christ .. . . .1 Cor. 15 ; 1-28 
«. April 30.—Peter Delivered from Prison... . . .-. Acts 12: 1-19 
6..May 7.--The Missionaries of 
Antioch + ». Acts tr, i tore: 1a: 25 to 133 ¥2 
; r May 14.—* Lo, We Turn to the Gentiles” : , Acts 13 : 13-52 
. May 21,—The Cripple of Lystra. 4:  - 6 + . . Acts 14 
9. May 28.--The Council at erusaiem PPPS , Acts | 15 : 1-35 
10, June 4.—-The Call of the . Acts 15:36 to 16: *s 
t 1x. Jone 11.—Sowing and R nce Lesson)... . Gal. 
t, Whitsuntide Lesson : he 34 efling of the Spirit, . 1 Cor 2 
> 92. adh tee oe . Acts 6: 16 
#5. "June 25. —Review,: lippian, Chris- 
a SS 6 6 Se OAD oe 8 aie Read Phil. t } 1-12 ;-4: i-g 
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To the Sower 
By Mrs. N. C. Alger 


AN ANGEL paused in-his onward flight 

With a-seed of love, and truth, and light, 
And ‘cried, “Oh, where shall this seed be sown 
That it. yield most fruit when fully grown ?” 
The Saviour heard; and he said, as he smiled, 
“ Place it for me in the heart of a child.” 


Have you wanted.something that would increase 

the home lesson study of your pupils about 500 

percent ? The Sunday School Times annourices 

a new and separate publication that can do this 

for you. ‘Read the Notes on Open Leiters on the 
next page, *‘ We're Going to Do It.”” 











’ Opinion, 


- dig deeper inito 








Knowing the Facts 

Faith feeds on facts. A friend, in praying for a 
Christian man, recently, asked that his friend might 
see new facts about Christ, facts that he had never 
known before,—facts that would lead him into vic- 
tory. Many a Christian who is utterly surrendered ‘to 
God so far as he knows is being defeated because he 
does not know the fact that God's grace in Christ is 
wholly sufficient for him,—just as an earnest seeker 
after God in a heathen land is in darkness until he 
learns the facts about the Cross and the redemption 
that Christ purchased there for him. These facts 
about God are far more important than our faith: it 
may waver; they stand like a rock. But faith is just 
remembering the rock on which we ave standing ; 
therefore faith need not waver. It ceases t0 be faith 
the instant there is the slightest wavering. The facts 


that faith feeds ‘on are unseen. But they are living. 
For the facts are nothing less than God's pledged 
Word, —not any Christian’ s experience or any church's 
And his Word is himself—Christ the great 
fact, who conditions all other facts in the believer's 
life and makes possible the faith that overcomes. 


‘In the Machine Shop 


One who “has. e deepest into ‘‘the deep 
things of pe ire hag bi scratched the surface of the 
depths of the riches of Christ. Bible study and inter. 
pretation is only in its beginning. The most mature 
Christian has scarcely begun to lay hold on that for 
which Christ has laid hold on him. A cotntry lad 
with a mechanical talent some years ago left home 
to take his first position in a large machine shop. 
After his first Sight of the great room filled with its 
wonderful machinery, the boy wrote home sadly to 
his father that there was no chance for him, The 
work had all been done, and no matter how good a 

machinist he might become there was no improve- 
ment that he could make. ‘Before I finished my 
four years’ apprenticeship,’’ he said in telling the 
story afterward, ‘‘I saw every single piece of machin- 
ery in that great shop thrown on the scrap-heap and 
replaced by Hew and improved models. And,'’ he 
added with pride, ‘‘my own hands had left their 
toucli ipon that few product.’’ The country boy is 
now himself a leading manufacturer, and is constantly 
telling young men to remember that it has not ‘all 
been done,"’ that ee like every other science 
is justin its‘ihfancy, and is waiting for some boy to 
the miarvelous’ hidden secrets. If 

there are*infinite possibilities in material things, — 


; ; , . 4 

sins’ n 
The Fear of Getting 
N. ONE of his early addresses in Philadelphia 
Billy Sunday said, ‘*The trouble with you Phila- 
délphia people is that you are afraid things will 
get. out of joint.’’. In. that phrase he laid his finger 
upon. what causes no énd of sterility in the personal 
lives of Christians and in the larger corporate life of 

the Church. 

All of us see and approve many new courses of ac- 
tion, and we would like to get the enlargement that 
they promise, but we cannot see how it is going to 
dovetail in precisely with what lias gone before, and 
so we resist the new impulse instead of throwing our- 
selves in with it cordially and fully. It is natura) and 
right to appraise at its ‘full worth what has been so 
well done hitherto ; we do not wish to imperil it, 
and because we can find no formula that makes the 
new Start in life perfectly consistent with what has 
gone before, we refuse our opportunities, 

Newman speaks of this hesitation in one of his 
poenis where he says : 


‘** Time was, I shrank from what was right 
From fear of what was wrong.’’ 


New and enlarged righteousness is apt to seem dan- 
gerous to us, Ot ‘risky, and we forget that what has 
already been gained was gained principally by the 
very risks and daring that we now refuse. 

Yes, it is ‘just this fear of getting things out of joint 
that keeps thousands of us from responding to the 
visions atid impulses, the appeals and - the .experi- 
ments that are always offering us a larger life.” A new 
order of living fio sooner suggests itself than we ask, 
What will, people think? What will people say? 
Is Saul also among the prophéts ?’’ We dread calling 
attention to ourselves. It will ‘seem to people as if 
we confessed that what we had been doing hitherto 
was mistaken. The new course will imply that the 
old one'was-at fautt. If wé could glide into it with- 


wet making any appreciable break, well and good, 


and there are, for God has created them and they are 


“an expression of his own Person,—then what shall we 


say of the spiritual possibilities that lie before the 
Christian? For his great achievement is to know 
God, and Jesus Christ whom God has sent. And in 
this wondrous search into the unsearchable riches of 
Christ we do not wait until we fully know him before 
having satisfaction and joy ; for at every point in the 
road—if we have started right—we know Him, the un- 
searchable riches are ours, and there is infinite joy in 


‘the search for His yet further riches, 


am 
Better than Coming to the Point 


Life will be longer if we use time better. Most 
of us could live longer in an hour than we do,— 
actually have more time for things worth while in each 
hour than we do have. The way to do this is to stop 
wasting time,—the time of ourselves and of others. 
And one of the best ways of saving time is to let uh- 
necessary words go. In a recent conference of the 
workers of an office, when methods of improving the 
work were under consideration, and especially the mat- 
ter of how to get through each day with the large 
amount of work that the new day brings, it was sug- 
gested that in conferring with one another much time 
could be saved by saying things in the fewest possible 
words instead of in the fullest possible way, This 
sound advice was given: ‘‘ Do not ‘lead up’ to the 
matter in hand, or give a_ preliminary explanation. 
Do not ‘come to the point,’ but degin with the point.'’ 
While of course we are alway to aveid curtness in our 
speech, most of us say too much rather than too little. 
Most of us can do more, and help others to do more, 
by saying less. 


Things Out of Joint 


but when it entails the making of comparisons and 
the tacit confession of failure we dread it. ‘There is 
hardly a good thing we would not do if it could only 
be done without a break, but most improvements in 
life do not come without something of the nature of a 
leap or a plunge. They justify themselves afterward 
and not before. 

Many richer courses of action are refused because 
they throw our personal comfort out of joint. Gladly 
enough we would follow the new leading, but what 
about these pleasures to which we are entitled, these 
leisures which we have worked so “hard to get, and 
these routines which have become almost sacred? 
How will the new inspiration accommodate itself to 
the comfortable habits which seem to be ours by 
right? Not very many will, probably, More noble 
things are being left undone through the love of com- 
fort than through the tendency to vice. Weare afraid 
of throwing our comforts out of joint. Silken bands 
make just as complete a bondage as iron ones, and 
softness is probably ruining more lives-than hardship. 

Charles Cuthbert Hall once said that if a man 
found that this tyranny of indulgent comfort was 
keeping him from his best life he would advise that 
man to have a battle royal with this temptation and 
throw every energy into the conflict in order to get his 
life back again. A young man who had prospered in 
business, founded a home, and gotten things so ar- 
ranged that every night when his work was over he 
could just spend his evenings in solid comfort at 
home, suddenly woke up and asked himself how this 
sort of thing tallied with the ideals of usefulness that 
he used to hold. It seemed to him to be sadly out of 
joint with all he had looked forward to, and he broke 
away from it. The -fear of personal discomfort, in- 
convenience, or deprivation of our accustomed en- 
gagements may go as far as anything to arrest our 
spiritual advance. We have got to get things out of 
joint if we are ever to get them healthily into joint. 
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The call of Christ threw Matthew's business out of 

int, and Peter's, and Zaccheus’. But those dis- 

ntings look like the only normal and rational 
-events of the time. People who threw to the winds 
all kinds of conventional cautions because they knew 
that in Jesus Christ was what they needed and wanted, 
have been made by the Gospel the true of the 
Christian. Blind men who threw away their cloaks, 
sinful women who braved all manner of remark in 
order to come nearer to that in Christ which th 
knew was what they needed, people who would b 
up the reof of a house rather than take no for an an- 
swer, —these all knew that you cannot be safe every 
-minute-and at the same.time be saved. The looks of 
things will often have to be sacrificed. Decorum isa 
beautiful thing, but it may degenerate into a priggish- 
ness that is not beautiful and is far from the whole- 
some, natural gusto and abandon with which we find 
men in the Gospel approaching Christ. 

There is a great consistency, and there is one that 
is poor and little. John the Baptist admonished men 
not to lose the kingdom of God by continually saying 
that they were the children of Abraham and asking 
too precisely how all this new spirit would fit into the 
fact that they were already possessed of many privi- 
leges. There can be no real consistency with the 
past except by constant growth, and when we find that 
we are not growing things are out of joint already. 

People fear revivals, both revivals at large and in 
the personal life, because they will challenge many an 


‘old comfort or some method with which they have 


gotten familiar, They fear they are too old for that 
and that they cannot stand it. So they break no new 
ground. But when the disjointing is really accepted, 
it turns out not to be at all what we feared. By these 
things men live and in them is the life of our spirits. 
Never did anybody get so little outward symmetry for 


joint, but new life 
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his life as Paul. His circumstances were all out of 
poured in through every break. 
When all that he had put his heart into went awry at 
Rome he wrote to intimate friends, ‘What then? 
only that in every way, whether in pretence or in 
truth, Christ is proclaimed ; and therein I rejoice, 

and will rejoice.’ Most of us are far from will- 
ing to say that in every way the thing can be done, 
for we have settled upon some favorite way, which has 


"made us martinets and precisionists. 


There were tremendous upsettings and dislodge- 
ments in Jesus’ ministry, but it was just those souls 
who were not afraid to have things get. out of joint 
for whom everything came sweetly and harmoniously 
together. It was the people who had made a fetish 
of favorite ideas, and would consider nothing unless 
it came to them under prescribed forms, who grew to 
be out with the whole movement of the divine life in 
the world, 

** God fulfills himself in many ways, 

Lest one good custom should corrupt the world.”’ 


Things did not get out of joint in Pittsburgh or 
Philadelphia or Paterson, Syracuse or Trenton, though 
many were the predictions that they would. And they 
never got out of joint permanently with any of those 


who knew that God was calling them in new ways and ~ 


who trustfully accepted the change. —__ 

There are few of us who do not need to get out of 
joint with a bad past, with unfruitful ways of living, 
and it cannot as a rule be managed save by jolt and 
jar and some sort of strain which for the present will 
go straight across our pleasure and our convenience. 
Instead of our caution against it, our mood ought to 
be one of welcome toward this element of 


* rebuff 
That turns earth’s smoothness rough, 
Each sting that bids nor sit nor stand but go!”’ 





When Did Luke. First -Meet 
His Friend Paul? 


Will you kindly inform me where I may find Luke's 
first acquaintance with Paul? I have been unable to 
locate this information either in the Bible or history, and 
1 wonder if there is such a record.—A ‘TENNESSEE BUSI- 
NESS MAN. 

Luke is mentioned by name only three times in the 
New Testament : Colossians 4:14; 2 Timothy 4:11 ; 
Philemon 24. From these passages we learn that he 
was a ‘beloved physician,’ a fellow-worker of 
Paul's, and probably a companion of Paul's on_ his 
second imprisonment. Luke does not mention his 
own name either in the Gospel or in the Acts, just as 
the Apostle John does not mention his in the fourth 
Gospel. 

There are, however, four other passages in the New 
Testament that give valuable information regarding 
Luke,—the ‘‘we'’ portions of the Acts (16: 10-17 ; 
20: 5-15 ; 21:1-18; 27:1 to 28:16). From these 
passages and from the three verses in which Paul 
mentions him we must gather all that can be posi- 
tively known regarding Luke, who is to the Christian 
world not only the beloved physician, but also the 
beloved author of the third Gospel and of the Acts of 
the Apostles, Modern critics have not, indeed, left 
Luke's authorship without a question mark, referring 
toitas ‘*a tradition coming from the second century.”’ 
But one of the notable recent contributions to the 
confirmation of Luke's authorship, both of the Gospel 
and of the Acts, is the analysis by Hobart, and by 
Harnack, of the medical terms used in the two books, 
some of which appear in no other books of the New 
Testament, pointing to the fact that a physician wrote 
the third Gospel and the Acts. 

Perhaps the greatest conservative scholar in the 
field of New Testament archeology is Professor Sir 
William M. Ramsay, to whom the Christian world is 
indebted for his masterly refutation of the baseless 
attacks of the critics. Sir William has written for 
The Sunday School Times an article of fascinating 
interest on the question whether Luke is a trustworthy 
historian, —it will be published in these columns this 
spring, and it demolishes with giant strokes the 
pseudo-scholarship that declared Luke to be unin- 
formed and superficial. 

The first ‘*we'’ passage in the Acts (16 : 10-12) 
suggests that Luke and Paul met at Troas. This 
passage suggests alse, as several have pointed out, 
that Luke may have been the ‘‘ man from Macedonia”’ 


whom Paul saw in the-vision, When. Paul-and Silas 
left Philippi, Luke remained there ; and ‘he was: in 
Philippi when Paul returned on his’ third tour (Acts 


23 to 25). These facts, together with the special 
prominence that Luke gives to Philippi, suggest that 
this city was his home. He and the great apostle 
may well have conferred together as to the Spirit's 
guidance and the great need in Macedonia before the 
definite vision was granted to Paul of ‘‘a certain 
man,’’—whom the author could perhaps have men- 
tioned by name had he wished. 

There is a tradition that Luke was a native of 
Antioch, where believers were first called Christians. 
Several Latin manuscripts of Acts have a ‘‘we'’ 
passage in Acts 11 :27, and if this text, which is re- 
garded as an interpolation, was in the original, it 
suggests then that Luke and Paul met in Antioch, 
and that Luke was present when Paul set out upon 
his first journey. But this conclusion may have been 
encouraged by the confusing of Luke with the Lucius 
named in Acts 13:1. 

If one would have the facts as to Luke’s medical 
knowledge, he will do well to secure a little book by 
a Christian physician who recently died,—Dr. Robert 
N. Willson’s ‘* Medical Men in the Time of Christ.’’ 
With scientific thoroughness and research Dr, Willson 
has brought together information that could not other- 
wise be had without the use of some thirty other 
volumes, The book is illustrated, and devotes a 
chapter to ‘‘Luke the Physician.’’ (The Sunday 
School Times Co., $1 net.) 

Among the interesting traditions regarding Luke is 
one that he was of the seventy, and another that he 
was the unnamed disciple of the two whom Jesus 
accompanied to Emmaus, There seems to be little 
ground for these inferences. But. there is one other 
Scripture passage that may have a direct reference to 
Luke, and is so interpreted by Sir William M.. Ramsay 
and others. In 2 Corinthians 8:27, Paul says of 
Titus, ‘being himself very earnest, he went forth 
unto you of his own accord, and we have sent together 
with him the brother whose praise in the gospel is 
spread through all the churches.’’. The correct trans- 
lation of ‘‘the brother’’ is_ probably ‘* his brother,"’ 
and may refer to the brother of Titus... This brother 
whose praise in the Gospel was. spread through all 
the churches is thought to be. no other than Luke, 
who, in writing the Acts,. does:not. mention the: name 
of Titus, possibly because he was‘ his own brother. 
Professor Ramsay's famous ‘bovk, “St: Paul the ‘Trav- 
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eller and the Roman Citizen,’’ (G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 
New York City, $3) has been spoken of as ** the most 
sympathetic study of Luke in existence."’ 


a 
We're Going to Do It! 


Last Sunday brought a heavy sn rm in Maine. 
Our Sunday-school was reduced to fiffeen or twenty 
adults, including several teachers, several men from the 
men's class, housewives, mill operatives, ete. All formed 
one class taught by the superintendent, who used the 
sample lesson jons on 71 of the Times of Janu- 

-ary 29, ‘in the study plan jy dens V. Long of El 
Paso, Texas. ‘These questions had been copied on slips 
of se oy my Bible, so their source was not known to 
the They allowed the introduction of several illus- 
trations from the Times’ ‘‘ Round-Table ’’ and the black- 
board exercise from page 76 (‘‘ From the Platform '’), 

At the close the ablest man present (head of our 
local machine shops) volunteered the remark, ‘' I enjoy 
your exposition of the lesson very much."’ 

** It wasn’t my exposition at all,’’ truthfully replied the 
foaten * I gotevery bit of it from ‘lhe Sunday School 

imes."* 

Could you not get Mr. Long to furnish these lessons for 
you to print every week in the es, or get him to let you 
do his srising instead of his local printer, and you print 
an edition large enough to supply all who want them ? 

I would like them. I am nota lawyer, and ‘the art of 
questioning’’ was not taught me, so I feel the need of 
some good questions like Mr. Long’s.—A MAINE Co-op- 
ERATOR. : 


The Sunday School Times starts this week on ex- 


‘actly what this alert Maine layman asks for. A Texas 


Sunday-school has helped a Maine Sunday-school ; 
and now the Times wants all Sunday-schools between 


‘Maine and Texas and in’ every other part of North 


America to have the same practical privilege, 

’ The Sunday School Times Company has arranged 
to publish Mr. Long’s simple but wonderfully effect- 
ive Question Quarterly that brought about such amaz- 
ing results in the Texas school, 

‘Bear in mind that in Mr. Long’s Sunday-school of 
456 enrolment, the lesson study éncreased five hiun- 
dred percent, largely through the use of this simple 
plan based on the International Uniform Lessons. 

This enterprising Texas business man and Sunday- 
school superintendent was getting numerous inquiries 
as to how his. Question. Quarterlies,could be obtained ; 
all, such inquirers will now be glad to.know that they 


. can be had, as prepared by Mr. Long and used in his 
successful school, directly from The. Sunday School 


Times Company, at 10 cents, postpaid, for each quar- 
terly set, Their use can be commenced on any Sun- 
day. 

A sample set of questions, on the current lesson, is 
given on page 188 in this issue, with full directions 
for the use of the questions and of the plan. 
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“Trying to Surrender and Trust” 


Through your articles on the ‘' Victorious Life’’ I have 
been made to hunger greatly for that life as my own. It 
seems too good for me,—at least I have not yet come into 
the rich experience of ‘‘ the Life that is Christ."’ But Iam 
praying for it, and trying to fully surrender and trust.— 
ONE WHO IS HUNGERING. 

First, praise God that you are hungering for the 
Victorious Life. Your hunger, your consciousness 
of great and unmet need, is in itself a wonderful 
blessing. Many Christians are not blessed in this 
way as you are. 

Now at once give up ‘‘ trying to fully surrender.”’ 
It is evident that you are entirely ready to do any- 
thing the Lord asks you to do, in his strength. Then 
you Aave surrendered, and surrendered wholly. Count 
that settled, and praise God for it. 

Do not say you are ‘‘trying to trust." One who 
tries to trust is attempting an impossible thing. We 
never trust by trying to. And if we say we are trying 
to trust, we are—though we may not have realized 
this—-trying to believe that God is not a liar. (The 
Bible itself uses this terrible language ; it may help 
us to use it of ourselves.) You &zow that God is not 
untrue. Praise him that you know that. You suow 
that he is always true, always faithful, always able, 
always loving. Praise him for that. 

And this is all there is to it. Because you have 
surrendered unconditionally to the mastery of Jesus 
Christ, it is now wholly Christ’s responsibility to live 
in his fulness in you, to set you free from the power 
of sin, and to keep. you free from that power. You 
can do nothing more about it except_to recognize that 
he is doing it all, and is doing it mow. Your only 
duty in. the matter of the Victorious Life, after you 
have surrendered, is simply to- refrain from denying 
the faithfulness of Christ. It is easy to do that, isn't 
it? That is what he means when he says his yoke 
is easy. 




















‘LESSON FOR APRIL 2 (Acts 9 : 1-31) 
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' at the Le 


NLIKE the Edinburgh Conference, the Panama 
Congress had a distinct commision on ‘* Wo- 
men’s Work."’ Its report was prepared and 
ted by women, and women took part freely in 
all the discussions. No one brought a more refresh- 
ing breeze into the gathering than Miss Cooper, who 
is at work on a' little island in the Caribbean Sea 
amorig the San Blas Indians. She is all alone there, 
but not afraid. ‘Thou wilt keep her in perfect 
pee said she. ‘‘ The Bible says Aim, but I read 
it Aer."’ 

The Panama Congress on Christian Work in Latin 
America, to use its full name, was composed of more 
than three hundred men and women from practically all 
the nations and religious denominations of North and 
South America; and from, Great Britain, Spain, and 
Italy. The delegates were in large part leaders in the 
religious work of their various countries. They met to 
consider how the Christian forces of the Latin and 


Anglo-Saxon and Teutonic nations might work to- . 


gether to. help the evangelical churches of Latin 
America, and to aid all earnest and sincere efforts to 
meet the religious, educational, and social needs of 
the Latin American people. The ideas of the Con- 
gress as.to. how the missionary. agencies in. Europe 
and North.America might render most help to Latin 
America were referred. to a permanent Committee on 
Co-operation in Christian, Work in this field, repre- 
senting the churches and to be composed of three 
sections : one in the United States and Canada, one 
in Europe, and.one in Latin America. 


How Panama Links the Americas 
No other city in all Latin America could have pro- 
- vided such facilities as were available at Panama. 
Most of the delegates were entertained at the Tivoli 
‘Hotel, and the meetings weré ‘held in the ball-room-of 
the hotel. There was no inconvenience or loss of 
time, accordingly, in coming and going. The whole 
Congress could assemble promptly, and between ses- 
sions the delegates mingled constantly in the closest 
friendship.*'There was not another hotel in South 
America where such arrangements could have been 
made. Thé place was central. It was accessible to 
the countries around the Caribbean Sea. The repre- 
sentatives from the West Coast had a short and con- 
venient trip to reach it. The Brazilian delegates found 
the greatest difficulty ; in ordinary times they would 
have come via Barbadoes, but war conditions com- 
pelled them to go to New York and return from New 
York to the Isthmus.. It was clear, however, that the 
Congress was larger and more representative than if 
could have been if held anywhere else in America, 
whether at New York, New Orleans, Havana, Rio de 
Janeiro, or Buenos Aires, 

Panama, moreover, was a representative comming- 
ling of the two great racial strains which compose 
America. On the one hand was the Canal and the 
administration of the Zone, the wonderful engineering 
achievement and the equally wonderful sanitary 
achievement, Without the latter no such gathering 
would have been possible. The delegates saw neither 
a mosquito nor a fly during the entire visit. The 
Latin American visitors were eager to see what had 
been done, and they saw some of the social and moral 
problems which racial contact produces. . The visitors 
from North America had an opportunity to feel the 
atmosphere in which missionary work in Latin Amer- 
ica is done, and to see in Panama City the problems 
and conditions with which sincere and upright men 
throughout Latin America must cope. On Sunday 
morning, delegates on their way to church passed the 
weekly lottery drawing which was held in the resi- 
dence of the Bishop of, Panama and yields him a 
weekly subsidy. 

There were in all 481 delegates and visitors at the 
Congress ; 177 from Panama and the Canal Zone, and 
304 from abroad. Of these 159 were from the United: 
States, Canada, England and Spain and Italy, and 145 
from Latin America. Twenty-one nations were repre- 
sented, —practically every denomination of Christians. 
There were Bishops Wilson, McConneli, Shepard,. 
Oldham, and Stuntz of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Bishops Lloyd, Brown, Kinsulving, Hulse, 
and Colmore of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
Bishop Lambuth of the Southern Methodist Church, 
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e Trade for Missions in Latin America 


an Work in F 10 to 20 





** The black man in our South has made more prog- 
ress in the last fifty years than Latin America has 
made in four centuries,”” said Bishop Kinsolving at 
the Panama Congress. It is to change that rate of 
progress that the carefully planned congress was 
called to unite the Christian forces at work in Cen- 
tral and. South America, Mexico, and the West 
Indies, —lands that the Edinburgh Missionary Con- 
ference of ‘1910 treated as part of the Christian 
world, thus making it necessary to arrange this 
independent conference to do for Latin America 
what Edinburgh did for the rest of the world. 


The work of the Congress will be carried on by 
a permanent Committee on Co-operation in Latin 
America, the chairman of which is Dr. Robert E. 
Speer, who presided at the sessions of the Panama 
Congress. Dr. Speer’s report for Times readers 
shows in a striking way how the Congress met the 
problem of unity and of attitude toward the Catho- 
lic Church in missionary work, questions on which 
there are burning differences of opinion. 








and Bistop, Howard of the United Brethren. Brazil's 
was one ofthe most.interesting and helpful delegations. 

In-addition to the missionaries three of the strong- 
est Brazitian Christian leaders had come : Sefior Al- 
varo Reis, an: orator,and pastor of the leading church 
in Rio,- which is wholly self-supporting and perhaps 
the strongest evangelical congregation in Latin Amer- 
ica ; Sefior Eduardo Pereira, writer of the best Portu- 
guese grammar used in Brazil, a scholar and Christian 


statésman.; and. Erasmo Braga, Professor.in the State 
- Gymnasium and also in the Presbyterian Theological 


Seminary at Campinas. 
From Uruguay Professor Monteverde of the Uni- 


‘ versity of Monte Video came, and was chosen presi- 


dent of the Congress. Mrs. Monteverde came with 
him, and made an appealing address in excellent 
English’ in. behalf of the women of Latin America. A 
large company of-able men and women were present 
from Mexico, including two Mexican women, one of 
them secretary of the Young Women’s Christian Asso- 
ciation at Buenos Aires. There were Christian lay- 
men from the American and Canadian churches, like 
Mr. Fleming H. Revell, Mr. Eben E. Olcott, Mr. 
John R. Pepper, Dr. Charles G. Welch, and Mr. 
Dwight Goddard ; and every American and Canadian 
church at work in Latin America was represented 
either by its beard officers or by its missionaries. 
The European societies on account of the war could 
not. send the delegates who would otherwise have 
come, but nevertheless, with perhaps one exception, 
each of these was represented. 


The Eight Spokes of the Congress 

The Congress met each day from half-past eight to 
half-past eleven in the morning, and from half-past 
three to half-past five in the afternoon, for the discus- 
sion of the report of one of the eight Commissions, 
prepared after wide correspondence with the mission- 
aries and sent to the delegates in advance. The Com- 
missions and-the representatives who presented their 
reports were as follows : 


1. Survey and Gccupation.—Mr. E. T. Colton, Foreign 
Secretary of the International Committee of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association. 

2, Message and Method.—The Right Rev, William Cabell 
Brown, D.D., Bishop of Virginia. 

3. Education._-President Henry C. King, D.D., LL.D., 
of Oberlin College. 


4. Women’s Work.—Miss Belle H. Bennett, President of 


the Women’s Council of the Southern Methodist 
Church. 


- 5. Literature.—The Rev. George B. Winton, D.D., of the 


Southern: Methodist Board of Missions. 

6. The Church on the Field.—The Rev. Homer C. Stuntz, 
D.D., Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
South America. 

7. Home Base:—Mr. Harry Wade Hicks, Secretary of the 
Misionary ‘Education Movement. 


8. Co-operation andthe Promotion of Unity.—The Rev. 


Cliarles L. Thompson, D.D., Secretary of the Board 
7 we Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the 
SA 


By Robert E. Speer 





The Report on Literature was to have been presented 
by the Chairman of the Commission, Professor Andres 
Osuna, but he had been unable to leave his new work 
as the highest educational official in the new govern- 
ment of Mexico. 

All of the first day was given to a review of the 
whole field. In the morning one or two speakers for 
each field, beginning with Mexico, sketched the con- 
ditions throughout the whole of Latin America. In 
the afternoon the field was surveyed first in its lateral 
social and intellectual stratification, and then the con- 
crete problems of an adequate missionary occupation 
were sét forth. Those who listened heard the most 
intelligent and comprehensive review of the deeper 
problems with which the Latin American nations are 
dealing which has ever been packed info such a sur- 
vey. Itwas with a new sense of duty and of the need 
of human sympathy and divine help that the Confer- 
ence arose at the close of the day. 

The two reports which opened the possibility of the 
widest divergence of view were the Second and Eighth. 
The discussion of ‘*‘ Message and Method"’ at once 
suggested the problem of the polemic or irenic ap- 
proach, the emphasis on error to be corrected or on 
truth to be uncovered and built upon. Bishop 
Brown's presentation of the whole theme was perfect, 
and the blessing of his spirit and of the heavenly 
Spirit who shone through him pervaded the day. 
There was no effort to repress any proper freedom of 
speech. There had been foolish talk before the Con- 
gress, to the effect partly that the delegates were to be 
muzzled, and partly that they were to be unmuzzled, 
and that the Congress would be wild and incendiary, 
As a matter of fact all were told that they were free to 
say before the Congress whatever they would say be- 
fore Christ. To make sure that no one would feel 
that he had been constrained, the ordinary procedure 
of calling only upon speakers who had sent their cards 
to the chairman in advance was laid aside, and all who 
wished to speak from the floor had an opportunity to 
do so, There was no explosion. The spirit of love 
pervaded the whole discussion, and the method of 
love and of positive and constructive preaching was 
recognized as the one Christian and therefore the one 
true and effective method. 


Where Co-operation Breaks Down 

The other difficult subject was ‘‘ Co-operation: and 
the Promotion of Unity.’’ Among the evangelical 
churches and the missionary agencies at work in Latin 
America it was recognized that there must be co-ope- 
ration, Delegates who had attended many confer- 
ences were agreed that they had never heard the duty 
of co-operation more impressively proved or mere 
heartily and generously recognized. How could it be 
otherwise in a field where there are such vast neglected 
areas as there are in Latin America, both among the 
Indians to whom Christianity is unknown, and among 
the ‘‘intellectuals’’ who have discarded religion and 
to whom the Christian Church is making almost no 
approach? But there was the more difficult problem 
of attitude toward the traditional and prevailing forms 
of religious institutions in Latin America. It was 
gladly pointed out that there would be and was in- 
creasing co-operation with individuals who sought for 
better things. It was sorrowfully recognized that there 
could be no present co-operation with organized insti- 
tutions, and that its impossibility, instead of releasing 
us from our missionary duty, is the very thing which 
lays us under obligation to render all the service in 
our power to our neighbors whose religious forces are 
not doing for them any such work as our religious 
forces in the United States and Northern Europe are 
doing for us. 

Each day at eleven o'clock the Conference laid 
aside its discussions and turned to prayer and medi- 
tation. The addresses of these hours were among 
the richest utterances of the Congress. The subjects 
and speakers were: Friday, ‘‘The Pre-eminence of 
Christ,’’ Bishop Lloyd ; Saturday, «‘The Ministry of 
Intercession,’’ Dr. A. McLean ; Monday, ‘* Lessons 
from the Early Christians,’"’ Dr. William Adams 
Brown ; Tuesday, ‘‘ Reality and Religion,’’ President 
King ; Wednesday, ‘*Christ’s Vision of the Unity of 
all Believers,’’ Dr. Paul de Schweinitz ; Thursday, 
‘«The Recovery of the Apostolic Conception of God,'’ 
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Dr. L. C. Barnes ; Friday, ‘* The Secret of a Mighty 
Work of God,’ Bishop Lambuth. On Saturda 
afternoon the entire closing session was given to pos | 
meditation and prayer. Dr. Gcorge Alexander of 
New York spoke on “ Jesus Christ the Same Yester- 
day, To-day, and Forever,’’ and then for a long time 
the Congress poured out its heart in thanksgiving and 
intercession; and the benediction in Portuguese 
brought the Congress to a close. 

The evening sessions were given to public ad- 
dresses in English, Spanish, or Portuguese, and these 
three languages were used indiscriminately. Any 
delegate might speak in whichever he chose. Almost 
all the Latin American delegates understood English, 
and many of the North American delegates under- 
stood Spanish ; but for the sake of those who did not, 
during the debates on the reports a.brief abstract in 
English was given usually by Dr. Browning of Chile 
of each Spanish speech, and by Dr. Tucker of Brazil 
of each speech in Portuguese. The following were 
the evening addresses and speakers : 


Friday.—‘''Tho Claims of Christ on Thinking Men,” Pro- 
fessor Erasmo Braga, ‘‘ The Christian Faith in an Age 
of Science,’’ Bishop F, J. McConnell. 

Saturday.—‘* The Care and Custody of the Scriptures,’’ 
Dr, John Fox, ‘ The Power of the Bible in the Life 
of Individuals and of Nations,’’ the Rev. A. R. Stark. 

Sunday.—** The Religious Significance of the War,’’ Dr. 
John R. Mott. 

Monday.—‘* True Leaders the Fundamental Need,’’ the 
Rev. Eduardo Carlos Pereira, ‘‘ The Price of Leader- 
ship,’’ Bishop Homer C, Stuntz. 

Tuesday.—‘* The Importance of Work for Women,’’ Miss 
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Belle H. Bennett. ‘Social Wuik Being Done by 
the Women of Uruguay,’’ Senora Anita de Monte- 
verde, ‘ Women’s Work in Mexzico,’’ Mrs. John 
Howland. -‘‘ The Women of South America,’’ Miss 
Florence E, Smith. ‘Observations of the Women’s 
Movement in the World,” Bishop me - Kinsolving. 

Wednesday.—** The Principles and us Essen- 
tial to Meet the Social al’ Needs me,’’ Judge 
— del Toro and President Charles T. "Paul. 

Thur. —‘*The Triumphs of Christianity,’’ Dr. Jobn 
F, sucher. ** Conditions in Latin America,” Bishop 
L. L. Kinsolving. 

Friday.—‘‘ The Vital Power of Christianity—How Real- 
ized and Maintained,’”’ the Rev. Alvaro Reis and Dr. 
James I, Vance, 


On the Canal Zone the Congress has had the result 
of bringing good cheer to many earnest Christian 
men and women in the service of the government on 
the Canal. Scores of evangelistic meetings were held 
in the club houses, the churches, and the army 
camps. Latin American delegates and missionaries 
have gone back to their work with a new heart, with 
a fuller sense of comradeship, with a broader view of 
their great and necessary undertaking. And those of 
us who came back to the home churches bear a new 
purpose and a fresh resolve. As was asked in the 
discussion of the First Commission's Report, Is 
there to be free trade in rationalism, the encourage- 
ment of enlarged commercial relationship, and is the 
Christian Church to be interdicted, or is she carelessly 
to neglect the offer of the best that we have to share 
with our neighbors and friends of Latin America ? 

New York City. 





How the adventure in kindness ended 








THEIR NEW MAID 


By Annie Hamilton Donnell 





(Concluded from last week's issue.) 


HE rocked herself in the little kitchen ‘rocker, 
laughter still in her eyes. 

**I thought there was nothing left to’ ‘happen 
* but growing old! If-Volney only knew, wait till I 
tell this to Volney !"’ 

Poor Volney, sitting over his desk, growing old! 
' She had a tender little vision of his rounded back 
and the undeniable bald spot on the top of Volney. 
The only alleviation of that bald spot was the fact 
that he could not see it himself. 

Youth came at the sound of her mirth and she 
snatched at it and put it on; she was no longer a 
candidate for old age! Laughing still, she caught 
down Honey's gingham apron from a hook behind 
the door and buttoned it over her garment of youth. 
Both new garments were becoming to her; she yearned 
for Volney and a looking-glass. 

It was yet early in the day. The kitchen, first, 
this pitiful little man-handled kitchen,—and then a 
trayful of the dainty things she had taken pride in 
making in that other youth of hers. Such a trayful 
she would carry up to the mysterious little ‘‘ mistress’’ 
in the room just at the head of the stairs! Fsom the 
burned saucepans and kettles she set energetically to 
scraping, the need of a full tray was sufficiently plain. 
What dear blunderers men were! Now there was 
Volney—the awful gruel he made her that time 
she was sick, when she was young and he was young 
and the world was young! She had been disgust- 
ingly healthy ever since that ancient time, but this 
minute— 

‘*This minute I'd lie in that little room in that 
little, little house, and eat every last scorched drop !"’ 

Te see Volney bringing it in the door, a gruel trail 
behind him, that young, proud Volney ! 

Rather a curious maid, this new Hail Columbia. 
But her strange dreamings did not in the least interfere 
with her work. In an astonishingly brief time the 
little room was spick and span. She stepped about it 
lightly, briskly, always the remainders of that un- 
canny mirth in the back of her clear eyes. It was 
plain she would laugh again at the first good oppor- 
tunity. Now, because humming did not interfere, 
she fell to humming as she worked. Volney should 
really have seen and listened. 

«* Larry—Larry! Where are you?’’ a young voice 
trilled suddenly. It seemed to come nearer, through 
an opened door, from the head of the staircase. 
‘Larry! Lar—ry!"’ 

The new maid hastened out into the hall. 

** Yes, I'm here, I'm coming,"’ she called up, hur- 
riedly. A startled young face peered down at her. 


. 


‘« Gracious, you don’t look a bit like Larry! 
you ; why, you’re the Answer! You've come! 


Are 
Oh; 


could you, come up here and let.me look. at ~~ near’. 


to? I promised not ta ga down there.’’ 

At close range, maid and mistress looked at sah 
other, 

‘«1 like the looks of you !"* trilled the young voice, 

‘I like the looks of you,’’ smiled the gingham- 
aproned one. Here was her opportunity, the smile 
bubbled into a laugh. Honey laughed. 

‘‘Oh, isn’t this great? You've actually come, and 
I bet you’ ve washed up poor Larry's kitchen. 

‘*T have, mem.’’ 

Honey's gaze focussed on the pleasant, elderly face. 

‘*You don’t look any more like Hail Columbia 
Dodd than like Larry! You don’t look like the 
‘mem ’-kind—please don’t ‘mem’ me.. Just get 
me something to eat quick—quick ! I’ve been look- 
ing at the door-knob and thinking how good it would 
taste with whipped cream on it."’ 


VER the dainty trayful Honey unburdened her 
young soul. Larry was a darling, but a male 
darling, and she had been hungering for some 

one in—in a blue gingham apron, to talk to. 

‘*It was so lucky you answered in time for Larry 
to go after that job. This is a capital ‘j’ Job, and 
we've got to get it. If we don’t—but we must, we 
simply must. It’s perfectly awful the way bank ac- 
counts melt! And Larry’s such a splendid engineer 
—the A's that boy took in college! If he'd only 
married a smart wife who'd earned money, too,—so 
many wives aré that kind nowadays. But he was 
simply possessed to marry just me.”’ 

** And you ?”’ 
sure-enough curious maid ! 

‘*Oh, I was possessed, too! 
marry an old blue-stocking ! 
helped if I'd been stronger. That's what I am doing 
now-—helping ! You wouldn’t think it, would you? 
see—oh, I’ve got to tell some one! Would you 
come close up a minute?"’ 

Close up, the beautiful secret was whispered. Oh, 
a strange young mistress and a strange old maid ! 

‘« If I'm just quiet and good for a while—I'd be 
quiet and good forever! It's nothing to lie here,— 
nothing at all, when I can plan—can plan little, little 
plans. I can see‘such beautiful things with my eyes 
shut! Zi#ét/e things. But I'm glad you've come, I 
certainly am glad. Larry couldn't keep staying on, 
here at home. ‘‘ We've got to earn money for—for 
college, you know !°’ 

The tender, trilling -little laugh ! 
spick and span little kitchen the new Hail Columbia 


If he'd dared to 
But even I might have 


smiled the one in blue gingham. A ° 


‘and vaguely alarmed. 
Back: in the: 
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sat down again in one of the chairs, they were all 
available now, and again tears trailed over her plump 
cheeks—this time not laughter tears. 

‘* If 1 could only tell Volney—I will tell Volney !’" 

She had seen the telephone in the little dining- 
room. She hurried to it now, carefully closing all 
doors for secrecy. 

** 3791-Ulster— yes, yes, nine, one!"’ Waiting 
was hard, ‘Oh, Volney, it's yeu, isn’t it? This is 
me! Can you hear if I almost whisper? Volney, 
I'm ina place! Wait, let me talk. I've gota blue 

ingham apron on, and I've just get my mistress her 

inner! No, I'm talking—no, I can’t come down 
for our four o'clock tea. First time in—how long, 
Volney? Must be twenty years. But I can’t leave 
my ‘ place’ till the young husband gets back. If you 
could come here—Volney, you come! I'll make you 
tea in a thick cup! Do you remember the thick 
cups we bought at the ten-cent store because they 
were cheap? Didn't that first tea taste good? Vol- 
ney, come on, and I'll make you a cup of first tea! 
In a kitchen—’member we used to drink it in the 
kitchen, me in the chair and you on the three-legged 
stool? I wore a blue apron. I've got one on now, 
come, dear. I'll expect you at four — 21 Doherty. 
But, Volney, Volney! Don’t come in the car, Leave 
it round the corner somewhere, Volney !"’ 


E had not been there. Central had rung them 
off. He would come all the way in the car. 
Couldn't be helped without ’ phoning again. 

‘‘] won't ‘phone again,’’ thought she, ‘‘I might 
let it all out next time and Volney loves mysteries. 
At sixty-four—the old funny !"’ 

So did she like mysteries. She and Volney were 
both old funnies, only for years they had been soberly 
engaged in growing rich and old. Oh, rich, maybe, 
but not old, they shouldn’t be old! There were still 
adventures in kindness in’ the world ; they would 
keep themselves young, adventuring. 

«Tl tell him he must make a chance. There's 
the Dilly young man going to South America, well, 
I’ve got a new Dilly young man for him. Then if I 
can establish Brigitta Allenson here in this blue ging- 
ham apron— Oh, she would arrange and establish ! 
. They were old: lovers, Volney and she, though lat- 
terly the sole bit of romanticism they had clung to 
had been their daily cups of tea together at four 
o'clock. . They kept always to that habit, she going 
downtown to Volney or Volney driving. uptown to 
her. She was glad to-day would not break the custom. 

Lawrence Tracey came thumping home at..four. 


_ He tried to take lighter steps as he turned into-Doherty 


and at.number 21 had partially succeeded. Poor. Lil’ 
Ole Hon’ would notice heavy steps instanter—oh, 
thunder, oh, thunder,—¢hunder, why must he. have 
been too late for that job! Just last night would have 
been in time—. 

Of course if the new maid proved a success he 
would have time to hunt on—on—on, He'd do the 
trick yet! What were a husky big body. and a head- 
ful of technical stuff good for if they could not earn a 
living for a little wife and a little—son ? 

*«God bless em !'’ Larry muttered in a tightened 
throat. 

At the door of Number 21 a magnificent car was 
standing. Larry stopped in amaze. ..Doherty Street 
must, be at its windows gaping ! 

Up tothe uniformed man at the wheel. strode a 
white-lipped Larry ; but one explanation had flashed 
to his mind, 

‘Is this a doctor's car?’’ he demanded. Some 
neighbor had telephoned— 

‘«Doctor’s nuthin’! This is the Volney Phipps’ 


car, Newest model. Lemme show you—’’ 
ARRY was already at his own front door. Up 
two steps at a time to Honey. What was Vol- 


ney Phipps’ car doing out there at the pavement? 
Were millionaires’ wives calling on his wife? Was 
the world topsy-turvy ? 

‘Oh, Larry, she’s such a dear! She's an Answer 
to prayer! Her eyes—did you have time to notice 
her eyes before you went? The moment I saw them— 
Larry, I—told her! You don’t mind?” 

‘* Hold on—just a sec’, little ole girl. 
big car got to do with it ?’’ 

‘Big what?”’ 

‘*Auto—out at our door—man in uniform—cost 
five thousand if a cent— 

‘‘I don’t know about any man in uniform that cost 
five thousand dollars. Carry me to the window.”’ 

They peered out together. Honey’s eyes were wide 
It was so svon for the new 
Hail Columbia to have callers. And at the’ ‘front 
door, in splendid cars— 

**Larry, put me back, quick, and go down and 


What's the 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 2 (Acts g : 1-31) 


see what is going on. Come back instantly and re- 
rt. 

Pete came back instantly. ‘* Door wide open— 

didn't have to peek. “They're drinking cups of tea 

out ot our cups. They didn’t see me. Honey, he's 

Volney Phipps!" — 

Larry’s tone was intense, but to Honey Volney 
Phipps meant no more than Angel Gabriel or—or the 
opposite one. Tea and cups meant more to Honey. 
A tea-party at this early stage— 

_ «Volney Phipps—good heavens! Here—in our 
kitchen—drinking out of our cups!'’ The world was 
topsy-turvy all right! Larry’s astonishment was without 
bounds. He stole down stairs once more, 

«* Little ole girl, she kissed him, as I'm a sinner! 
Saw it with these eyes—heard—these ears—’’ he 
mumbled stupidly, He felt dazed. 

‘* Larry Tracey, you carry me down there this in- 
stant! I want to see her do it. Quick, before she 
stops! Something beautiful’s going on in. our 
kitchen, I know it is! It's got to be beautiful be- 
cause of her eyes—I trust her eyes. Quick, Larry !"’ 

But at the foot of the stairs they were met by the 
new maid. Out of doors they could hear the parting 
chug ot the big car. The new maid sank down in a 
chair and held out both arms. 

«‘Give her to me,’’ she said, ‘‘my lap is big 
enough, I was just going up to tell her about Bri- 
gitta Allenson and the job—my husband's job for her 
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husband."’ Over Honey's rumpled hair she looked 
at Larry. ** You are to report at the Phipps Works 
at eight to-morrow—you' know the Phipps Works? 
One of their young engineers is leaving. I'm going 
to stay till after the dinner is cleared up. The car is 
coming back for me, I've had such a beautiful day!"’ 

She held Honey close where no little daughter had 
ever lain. Suddenly she laughed out softly at their 
dazed young faces. 

**Oh, you funnies—you are funnies, too! Do you 
think I'm going away to stay? I'm going to—to 
adopt you both! Yes, dear,’’ at Honey's whisper in 
her ear, ‘‘to adopt you all, I've got to come back 
anyway to see that Brigitta works all right. She's 
one of our Associated Charity girls. I came to see 
you about her this morning ; after I'd seen your dear 
little advertisement, you know.”' 

‘*And I hired you on the spot,’’ groaned dimin- 
ished Larry. 

‘*Willy-nilly, whether or no !"* she laughed. ‘If 
loved being hired on the spot! And Volney—my 
husband—says I've lost twenty years in a bunch ! 
We' ve always wanted to have adventures, he and I, 
and here I walked plump into one !"" 

Honey's face burrowed deep. The motherly face 
above it broke into soft lines. 

‘No, I'm not crying, either ! 
you two young f-funnies !"’ 

FRAMINGHAM CENTRE, Mass. 


I'm laughing at 





Why Paul’s Spectacular Conversion ? 


Will any other man ever have a like experience ? 





By the Rev. Howard W. Pope 





People sometimes think it was unfair for God to give Saul of Tarsus such an extra- 


ordinary and unique call to accept Christ. 


Why should God do.it? Will it ever be 


done again?. A pastor was preaching on conversion, with Paul’s case as his theme. 

Before he closed his sermon he himself had a “ conversion " as sudden and unexpected 

as Paul’s. This pastor gives his personal experience here. His “ conversion " enabled 
him to answer’ these questions about Paul’s spectacular experience. 


HILE I was studying theology at a divinity 
school in my preparation for the ministry, one 


of my instructors told us that the doctrine of. 


the personal return of the Lord Jesus to usher in the 
Millennium was a harmless delusion held by certain 
people called Adventists. He was a man of unusual 
ability and piety; and if the subject did not seem 
important to him I saw no reason why I should in- 
vestigate it. Thus it was that I entered the ministry 
with a strong prejudice against it. 

But as kL studied the subject of missions I gradually 
reached the conclusion that this world would never 
be converted by the agencies now employed, I re; 
called the fact that New England had had the Gospel 
for two hundred and fifty years ; and yet there was 
not a city, town, or village where all the people had 
ever been converted. If the continuous preaching of 
the Gospel for two hundred and fifty years could not 
convert a single town or village, and that, too, where 
all the conditions were favorable, what reason was 


there to suppose that nations sunken in idolatry and 


superstition would ever all be reached ? 


How Will the World be Converted ? 

Then I recalled the fact that the population of this 
globe is one billion five hundred million people, of 
whom two-thirds have never heard the Gospel. If 
the length of a generation is thirty-three years, then 
every thirty-three years the whole population of the 
world is wiped off the face of the earth, As there are 
three generations in a century, it follows that three 
times in a century the whole population dies ; that 
means four billion five hundred million people, of 
whom two-thirds (or three billion) have never heard 
the Gospel. 

Experts on missions tell us that in the last one 
hundred years ot missionary work about three million 
heathen have been converted, Well, thatis encourag- 
ing, but during that same one hundred years shree 
billion, or three thousand miflion, have been born, 
have lived and died, without having heard of Christ. 
At that rate when are we likely to convert the 
world ? 

This reflection led me to study the Scripture more 
carefully, and I discovered that the business of the 
church is not to convert the world, Lut to evangelize 


it, —that is, tell the Good News of Christ ; and that«: 


this is something which missionaries are agreed upon 
as béing easily possible in a single generation. The 
problem began to look more hopeful. 

A little later 1 wished to preach on the subject of 
conversion, and it occurred to me to take the case of 
Saul. My theme was, ‘‘ The Revelation of Jesus, and 
the Revolution in Saul.’’ I called attention to the 
fact that Saul was (1) a man of tremendous energy 
and force. He was all the time thinking, planning, 
doing something. He was a born Jeader of men ; 
though small in stature, he was a man of unbounded 
force, of unlimited action, whose perves tingled to 
his very finger tips. He was a Napoleon, a Glad- 
stone, and a Sheridan, allin one. Then remember 
that all the power of his marvelously gifted nature was 
devoted to the extinction of Christianity. He hated 
it, and he hated it on principle. He was a Pharisee 
brought up in all the traditions of that sect. Scrupu- 
lous in the observance of the Jewish law, looking 
daily for the coming of the Messiah, he regarded this 
Nazarene with the same bitterness and contempt that 
a Jesuit would feel toward one who should set himself 
up as a rival of the Pope of Rome. 

(2) Saul was as persistent as he was strong. Most 
men would have been satisfied to have driven the 
heresy out of Jerusalem, but he heard that there was 
a nest of heretics in Damascus, and he could not sleep 
until he had destroyed that also. Though one of the 
youngest members of the Sanhedrin, it may be that he 
controlled it, and practically dictated the letter which 
authorized him to proceed to Damascus with discre- 
tionary power. 

(3) Saul was as cruel as he was strong and per- 
sistent. Though only thirty, he was the prime power 
in the persecution. The sight of Stephen’s death 
had had no softening effect upon him. He made 
havoc of the church, literally ravaged it—as boars 
root up a vineyard. He dragged not only men but 
women through the streets, —not criminals, but gentle, 
refined, sweet-faced women. No gentleman would 
do that, but Paul admits that he did. He not only 
imprisoned them, but he beat them in every syna- 
gogue. - When others were inclined to leniency, he 
voted for death every time. He even tried to make 
them blaspheme—the word implies effort, but not 
necessarily success. How he hated those Christians— 
's*exceedingly mad against them,'’ ‘‘ breathing out 
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threatenings and slaughter against them," as if words 
alone'could not express his feeling sufficiently. No 
Romish inquisitor. or Mohammedan zealot was ever 
more relentless than Saul of Tarsus. Of all people 
on earth he was apparently the hardest to convert to 
Christianity. This was the man who staried for Da- 
mascus, 

You know the result. God drew aside the veil 
which lrides the heavenly from the earthly, and gave 
him one glimpse of the risen and glorified Jesus. 
And that little revelation of Jesus wrought a revolution 
in Saul. As he fell to the earth he heard a voice in 
the Hebrew tongue saying, ‘Saul, Saul, why per- 
secutest thou me?"’ He did not recognize the per- 
son, for it is doubtful if he had ever seen Jesus ; but 
he knew the voice was divine, and he answered, 
‘*Who art thou, Lord?'* ‘I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest.'’ This sublime personage, dwelling in 
light unapproachable, was Jesus, the Nazarene, but 
now risen, glorified, and enthroned at the right hand 
of God. From that moment Saul was a new man. 
A change utter and entire came over him and bound 
him to Christ forever. 


Paul’s Sudden Conversion Converted Me 

In my sermon I then began to draw certain practi- 
cal léssons from this wonderful transformation. For 
instance, this is the Leader whom the Christian 
Church follows ; a Christ who is able to take Moses 
out of Pharaoh's palace, and Saul out of the Sanhe- 
drin. Surely such a leader is worthy of a better fol- 
lowing. And this glorified Jesus is the One whom we 
ali shall one day see, and better still be like him. 
Then this thought occurred to me: suppose God 
should draw aside the veil and reveal to every living 
being just what he revealed to Saul! If a man like 
Saul was subdued in a moment, who would be stout 
enough to stand up against it? And what an easy 
thing it would be for God to do it—simply to turn the 
button and command the light to shine out of dark- 
ness and ‘into the heart of every living person. As 
this thought came to me I said, ‘Here is the only 
hope for this poor old world."’ Instantly the thought 
became a wish, and the wish a prayer, and I cried, 
** Lord, reveal to me, reveal to all men just what you 
revealed to Saul.’ The next moment the thought 
flashed into my mind, ‘This is just what God is 
going to do, and the Bible is full of it, but you have 
been so blind that you could not see it. ‘Behold, 
he cometh with clouds ; and every eye shall see him, 
and they also which pierced him’’’ (Rev. 1:7). And 
thus was I converted to the truth concerning the 
coming of our Lord, about as suddenly and unexpect- 
edly as Saul was converted to Christ. 

The coming of Christ would seem to be a process 
rather than an event, or, if it be regarded as an event, 
it must be remembered that it covers a period of sev- 
eral years, and falls into two distinct parts. The first 
appearance of Christ is that in which he comes for 
his church, as described in 1 Thessalonians 4 : 13-18. 
This is liable to occur at anymoment. The only way 
by which the world will know of this coming is by the 
disappearance of all true believers from the earth. 
What the effect of this will be upon the world, we can 
only imagine. With the restraint of the believing 
church removed, the forces of evil will doubtless be 
more active than ever, and Antichrist will have his 
innings. This is known as the tribulation period, 
and Jesus said it would not be long. During this 
period, multitudes of Jews, chastened by their sor- 
rows, and convinced by the sudden disappearance of 
the church that Jesus is their Messiah, will proclaim 
the glad tidings of redemption to the ends of the earth 
(Matt. 24 : 14). 

Then, when the whole world has been evangelized, 
will occur the second visible and glorious coming of 
Christ, accompanied by his people and with the holy 
angels. It will be a time of judgment for the world, 
and destruction of the forces of evil, but apparently at 
this second coming all Israel will behold him, and 
will learn by his glorious appearing that Jesus is her 
Messiah (Rev, 1: 7). Then will be fulfilled the words 
of the prophet, ‘‘I will remove the iniquity of that 
land in one day’’ (Zech. 2: 11; 3:9). Then follows 
the millennial reign of Christ, after which is the resur- 
rection of the wicked dead, and the judgment of the 
great white throne (Rev. 20 : 5-15). 

Paul himself evidently regarded his conversion as 
a pattern of the future conversion of his nation. In 
1 Corinthians 15 : 8 he speaks of himself as one born 
out of due season,—that is, a premature birth. His 
blind unbelief and bitter hatred of Jesus is a picture 
of Israel at the present day. His sudden conversion 
at the revelation of the glorified Christ is a type of 
what God will do for all Israel at the second coming. 
If one glimpse of our risen Lord broke the heart of 
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Saul, and can subdue a whole nation of blind and 
bigoted Jews, why may we not hope also for a wide- 

conversion of Gentiles at the glorious appearing 
of our Lord Jesus Christ? 
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Surely this is the Blessed Hope, and the only hope 
of making this world Immanuel's Land. ‘Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus. 

Moopy Brs.e Institute, Cuicaco. 


What Baltimore Policemen Think of Billy 


Has Bil a ** social tes | 


Two strangers came to Baltimore. 


ing press correspondent. 
pression that was being made upon him. 


ND there was much joy in that city!"’ That 
is not Billy's text, but Baltimore’s text, from 
the ‘babes and sucklings’’ checked away 

in the tabernacle nursery and loth to leave their toys, 
to the happy adults swelling the mighty chorus of 
praise, or the fifty-eight policemen, stamping the 
scene with smiling dignity and declaring that they 
never in all their life struck a job like that before ! 

Nobody is unhappy but the devil and his emis- 
saries, ‘‘There are people in this town who would 
give a million of dollars to put that man in the peni- 
tentiary,’’ said a sergeant of police sitting beside me ; 
‘¢and not the brewers only, either.’ With the Pro- 
hibition fight on in the Legislature down at Annapolis 
and the liquor men fighting from their last ditch, we 
seem in the very storm-center of the contest between 
good and evil. A tremendous burst of enthusiasm 
greeted the evangelist’s appeal the other evening to 
the manhood of Maryland to. down this ancient curse 
and iniquity. Cheers filled the air, white handker- 
chiefs fluttered, and it was long before the speaker 
could proceed with his message. 

Baltimore is deeply stirred. Eighty thousand, 
one-fifth of the white population of the city, are said 
to have thronged the tabernacle on Sunday evening, 
many thousands of whom of course were turned away. 
‘They looked like flies swarming about a cake,’’ one 
observer said. Inside, where the cake was being cut, 
every seat was taken by 5.30. . The Baltimore taber- 
nacle is one foot larger in, every direction than the 
Philadelphia tabernacle; yet in the corner farthest 
from the speaker one of the members of the Sunday 
party stationed there to experiment found that he 
could hear perfectly. 

When Billy arrived Sunday evening the people were 
standing ten deep in the outside corridors, while in 
front of his customary door rose a solid wall of 
humanity barring the way. ‘If that’s Sunday,"’ 
some one said, ‘‘we don’t want him to get in. Let 
him speak to us out here."" Mr. Sunday was forced 
to approach the tabernacle from the opposite side, 
where the police pounded a way through the crowd 
and presented to the waiting audience its speaker. 

What a lot there is in an atmosphere! Every 
preacher knows of cold-storage churches where preach- 
ing is like taking hold of cold steel, which drains the 
very life from soul and body. The Lord fought an 
atmosphere at Nazareth, another in the synagogue 
also at Capernaum, another by the grave of Lazarus. 
None of that here! Things are tingling, expectant, 
alive. Where an evangelist finds that atmosphere the 
victory is won’ already, 


The Baseball Prayer-Meeting Combination 

Billy's bubbling good humor and spiritual happi- 
ness have fostered it. Last week an interdenomina- 
tional ‘‘Soul-Winners’ Conference’’ was held in the 
handsome Methodist Episcopal Church or Mount 
Vernon Place, just diagonally opposite to which the 
Sunday party live. ‘* What God wants,’’ said the 
evangelist to the ministers of the city, ‘‘is your un- 
diluted individuality."’ Billy Sunday is Aimself; 
and his happy self wins and sways the people. 

Sunday afternoon he took his collar off in the middle 
of his discourse on ‘*The people had a mind to 
work." Hewas applauded. That thing would have 
killed him dead if he had been self-conscious, But 
humor is twice as much fun to a crowd when the 
speaker enjoys it; and behind the lightness one never 
fils to catch the morally earnest. An almost pathetic 
touch of it was jrevealed when, a few days back, he 
spoke of the physical cost of his work and said, 
‘*You go back home to rest on your beds, and I to 
toss through the night with insomnia."’ A more im- 
pressive touch was the remark, ‘‘You may say all 
you want against me,’’—and defamers here, through 


By John Henry Strong, D.D. 





One had been guilty of a great social crime. 
Something happened when he read Billy Sunday’s sermons. 


The other was a visit- 


He eagerly sought for some clue to the unexpected im- 
A Baltimore policeman gave him the clue. 


the press and apart from it, are many ; ‘‘ but three 
things are true: first, I love God; second, I love 
humanity ; and, third, I am doing my level best to 
make it easier for you folks to do right and harder to do 
wrong, easier to go to heaven and harder to go to hell."’ 

The combination of a baseball game and a prayer- 
meeting no doubt remains a strange one to many ; but 
not a few are beginning to think that after all it 
wouldn’t be such a bad thing to be natural in re- 
ligion, and are putting an iron or two on the stove to 
press the creases out of their long-faced Christianity. 
A young woman who had criticized Billy Sunday 
severely for his coarseness has gone to hear him 
every day she could get there, and is continually say- 
ing,-‘‘Oh, I'm so sorry I ever said a word against 
him. I wish I hadn't said that!"’ 


The Reporter Gets His Clue 

Two men sat conversing as the great throng was 
gathering at the beginning of an evening meeting. 
One, a press correspondent from another city, seeking 
almost painfully for a clue to the unmistakable im- 
pression which was being made upon him, asked his 
companion, ‘‘ What do you make of this? It seems 
to me there is an awful lot of psychology in it all, 
What does the ordinary man think of it?’” He 
tapped a smiling-faced ‘but earnest-eyed policeman 
sitting near, 

‘© Why,” 
‘¢if you want to know what I think about it all, I 
think it is the most wonderful thing in the world since 
the time of our Saviour.”’ 

‘* What do your other fifty-eight men think ?’’ came 
the second question from the more amazed man. 

‘¢ They think just the same thing,”’ 

‘*Are they Protestants ?’’ 

«Yes, the Protestants were selected.” 

‘* Was there any other principle of selection ?"’ 

‘*No, we have all made up our minds. since 
coming.”’ 

And when the favorite song, ‘‘ Brighten the Cor- 
ner,’ was given out, and the huge congregation, 
under ‘‘ Rody'’s”’ leadership, engaged in ‘‘ brighten- 
ing it’’ antiphonally, the last shout of song was 
assigned the happy policemen, and with stalwart 
strength they pealed it out—*‘‘ Brighten the corner 
where you are !”’ 

Baltimore has been fairly well ‘*evahgelized"’ with 
Socialism lately, and it is not unusual to hear the 
complaint that Billy Sunday is so busy “brightening 
the corners’’ of an individualistic religion that he has 
little interest in brightening the corners of Society ; 
in a word, that he has no ‘‘social message.’’ It isa 
serious thing to some to have no panacea for trans- 
forming society apart from the Gospel ; but so long 
as Billy’s satire and sympathy continue to transform 
that constituent unit of all society, the home, there 
may be some hope, to the measure of his powers and 
God’s blessing, for society. 

Homes in Baltimore seem to be feeling his mes- 
sage. A man went home the other evening after the 
sermon on the Home, and said that in all his Chris- 
tian life before he had never realized the necessity 
for doing those things in the home which he knew to 
be his duty as he did that night, and told his wife 
that from that time they were going to turn over a 
new leaf and fulfil their responsibilities to their chil- 
dren in a new way. And what was true of one was 
no doubt true of hundreds. 

Another, of rather foreign tastes and freedom, sent 
out from the dinner-table at night the mince-pie be- 
cause it had liquor in it,—the first time such a thing 
had occurred in the experience of the family. 

Billy Sunday. has certainly flayed the social insin- 
cerity that has born fruit in lying children. Here are 
a few of his illustrations and aphorisms : 


answered that apostle of law and order, 
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** Little boy, how old are you ?’* 
six at school, four on the street-car.’’ 

**How did you raise those children ?*’—a more 
wholesome case. ‘‘] did it with prayer and a good 
hickory."’ 

‘‘A stepmother would be a godsend to some chil- 
dren, if she on por ae religion."’ 

“The downfall of most children must be traced to’ 
some error in home upbringing."’ 

A few days ago a man came to Baltimore, took a 
room in a hotel, turned on the illuminating gas, and 
tried to end his life. The effort failed. Later, before 
the police authorities he confessed with tears to the 
crime of bigamy. For months he had been deceiv- 
ing two innocent women, each of whom believed her- 
self to be his lawful and only wife. Billy Sunday ar- 
rived in the city, and under the influence of his 
teachings the man resolved to make a clean breast of 
it. As he read of Mr. Sunday,and his sermons his 
sin was magnified, and he determined to free the two 
women he had deceived. ‘'I know I must go to the 
penitentiary,'’ he said, ** but that is nothing to the 
moral wrong I have done.’’ 

Billy Sunday is helping society in Baltimore as the 
instrument through. whom God's Spirit convicts social 
sinners, and as the mouthpiece through whom God 
proclaims to men who have not so sinned the~ beauty 
and divinity of the home. 

And people are falling under the *individual"’ 
message as well. An employer speaks of an em- 
ployee, unconverted, but attending constantly, whom 
he expects to ‘‘ hit the trail’’ when the first invita- 
tion is given. In the street-cars it is not unusual to 
hear one say, ‘‘ Well, he certainly did hit me. I 
must say, he has made me think differently on 
things.’’ In the downtown office buildings, among 
the clerks and others, there is hardly another topic of 
conversation than Billy Sunday.. Most are for him, 
and defend him vigorously. The daily prayer-meet- 
ings in the buildings are well attended, and those not 
attending are anxious to hear the singing. In one 
office a girl was asked to stop the typewriter that 
others might hear. 

Billy adroitly called on Cardinal Gibbons this last 
week. » Catholics have.attended the tabernacle already, 
but that will open the door still more, for no official. pro- 
hibition ‘has:gone forth. “. A most influential priést. in 
the city is reported to have uttered no word against 
the movement. And the Hebrews are. there in num- 
bers. ‘‘ He has said nothing against my religion,’’ 
one said, ‘‘and I enjoy hearing him.'’ What shall 
the harvest be? 


Battimore, Mp. 
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The Easter Secret the Children Told 
By Elizabeth F. Nash 
An Exercise for Eight Children from the Primary Department 


First child.—Do you like secrets? Do you know that our 
Father in heaven has the most wonderful secret? He 
has hidden it away in all sorts of places all over the 
earth. Perhaps if we show you some of the hiding- 
places you will be able to guess the name of the secret. 


Second child (holding up lilac or —* twigs).—Do 
you see these twigs that look so dead? The wonder- 
ful secret is hidden in them. If we should put them 
in water for a few days they would tell us something 
about the secret. 


Third child (holding a bulb).—The secret is hidden in this 
qneer little house. If I plant this in the warm earth 
it will tell me something about the secret. 


Fourth child (holding an egg).—Here is the secret in a 
beautiful white house which has neither doors nor 
windows. 


Fifth child (holding a seed).—Here is a wee little black 
thing which looks like a bead, but inside is a little 
grain which holds the secret. 


Sixth child (holding cocoon or chrysalis).—One day last 
summer a caterpillar was crawling along. By and by 
he began to feel sleepy, as if he would like to go ~ 
bed, so he crawled up on this twig and made a cradle 
for himself. By and by when the sun is warm and 
bright he will have something to tell us about the 
secret. 


Seventh child (preferably a very small child).—But the 
most wonderful hiding-place of all is one that can 
move and think. The wonderful secret is hidden in 
ME. 


Eighth child.—Have you guessed the name of this won- 
derful secret? ‘The name of the secret is Life. And 
this is the message of Easter Day. Jesus said, ‘‘I am 
the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth on 


me, though he die, yet shall be live.’’ 
HARWICH Port, Mass. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 2 (Acts9: 1-32) 
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The Kind of Praying that God Must Answer 


Fifth in the series on putting system 
into our prayer habits 


By the Rev. W. Graham Scroggie 





OD may not be approached anyhow and by any- 
body. The divine promisesto those who would 
pray rest upon the fulfilment of certain con- 

ditions, to neglect which is to render the promises 
void. And we find everywhere the most flagrant-dis- 
regard of these conditions. Let us recite a few of 
them : 


Conditions of Prevailing Prayer 


‘t We must have confidence in prayer as a prac- 
tical power. ** Without faith it is impossible to be 
well-pleasing unto him;.for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that seek after him’’ (Heb. 11:6), otherwise we 
are simply beating the air, or pouring water through a 
sieve. If wedonot believe that prayer changes things, 
then, inthe interests of honesty, let usabandon it. Dr. 
Schauffler has well said: ‘‘ Prayer is either a prodigious 
Jorce or a disgraceful farce. Faith is absolutely es- 
sential to effectuality; we must ‘‘ believe God answers 
ptayer, answers always, everywhere,"’ if we would 
accomplish anything in the world, 

2. We must be frank and earnest in the presence 
of God. ‘* Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and 
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you"’ (Matt. 7:7). Is.there something you need? 
Ask for it. The Apostle James says, ‘Ye have not 
because ye ask not.’’ Answers to prayer are the re- 
ward only of such as ask. But our asking must not 
be casual but constant; not indifferent, but intense. 
«« Ask—seek—knock.’’ If asking does not avail, 
then seek; and if seeking proves ineffective, then 
knock. . Singularly enough, the initial letters of these 
three words spell ASK, as though to remind us of this 
primary necessity, and to assure us that ‘‘He is a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.'’ 

3: We must be always definite in our requests. 
*«What man is there of you, who, if his son shall ask 
him for a loaf, will give him a stone ; or if he shall 
ask for a fish, will give him a serpent? If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your Father who is in 
heaven ‘give good things to them that ask him’’ (Matt. 
7:9-11). Indefinite petitions can hardly expect more 
than indefinite answers : if we are vague with God he 
will be vague with us: but he has promised to give 
good things to them that ask him. A glance at the 
passage before us will reveal that those ‘‘ good 
things’ are in two categories ; first, necessities such 
as ‘“bread’"’ ; and next, luxuries, such as ‘‘fish.’’ It 
is not our Father's way to keep his children on dry 
bread, and he has encouraged us to ask for more 
than the bare necessities of life. But we must be 
definite with him. Generalities in prayer are only a 
refuge for unbelief. 

4. We must offer our petitions to God in faith. 
‘*All things whatsoever ye pray and ask for, believe 
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them"’ (Mark 
11:24). This is a remarkable passage, the point of 
which is too often overlooked. Whatsoever things 
we desire when we pray, we are to believe that we do, 
at the time, receive them ; and in God’s good time we 
shall receive them. In other words, we must first 
receive the thing in order to get it. 

A secretary of the English Sunday School Union, 
addressing a gathering of children, asked a somewhat 
difficult question which a small lad promptly an- 
swered. Said the teacher, ‘‘If that lad will come to 
me at the close of the meeting, aud give me his name 
and address, I will send him a book from head- 
quarters when I get back to-morrow.’’ The lad, of 
course, fulfilled the condition, and then bounded off 
home and shouted, ‘' Mother, I’ ve got a book,’’ and 
when she asked, ‘‘Where is it?’’ he replied, ‘I 
haven't got it.’’ 

There is the entire secret in a nutshell. If we ful- 
fil the conditions of prayer, we may at once, by faith 
in God's word, receive the. promises ; and when the 
time comes those promises will materialize. This is 
no pious idea, but a practical reality which I have 
proved in my own prayer-life. fo 

I was once in need of forty-four dollars with which 
to pay my house-rent, which fell due in a week from 
the time of which I speak, and I had nothing in hand 
for the need. I took the above text to God at one 
o'clock ‘that day, and in faith received the money 





** Mother, I’ve got a book !°’ exclaimed a little lad. 
** Where is it?’’ ‘* I haven't got it,’’ her boy re- 
plied. He was telling the truth in both cases, and 
his experience contains a great prayer secret, Mr. 
Scroggie takes the Bible teaching about prevailing 
prayer and puts it right into that everyday scheme 
of life where any Christian can take hold of it for 
his personal practise. The present article is con- 
cerned -with the ‘‘ Petition ”’ part of prayer,—faith's 
claim for personal need. 








from him ; and upon reaching home a few hours later 
I found the following letter awaiting me: 

‘*Dear Mr. Scroggie, kindly accept the enclosed 
from the Lord through me,’’ and a cheque for fifty 
doilars accompanied. Upon inquiry I learned that 
the donor left the letter at my house at the precise 
hour in which I had cast myself upon the word of 
God. Faith laying hold of the promises is invincible, 
and is the mightiest power entrusted to man. 

5. We must ask according to the will of God. 
‘* This is the boldness which we have toward him, 
that, if we ask anything according to his will, he 
heareth us: and if we know that he heareth us whatso- 
ever we ask, we know that we have the petitions which 
we have asked of him’’ (1 John 5:14). That is one 
of the profoundest passages on prayer in the whole 
range of Scripture, because it goes right to the heart 
of the matter. But the problem with thousands of the 
Lord's people is to know what is the will of God ; and 
we are constantly asked, ‘‘How can one know?”’ 
Perhaps another verse in this, epistle will help to re- 
solve that difficulty. In chapter 3:22, we read, 
«'Whatsoever we ask we receive of him, because we 
keep his commandments and do the things that are 
pleasing in his sight."’ If we do the will of God we 
shall know it, for every step taken in obedience to 
his word lets loose fresh light, and secures to us fuller 
liberty. 

If we are living thus closely to him we shall know 
by a certain spiritual intuition what his will for us is, 
at any given time, and if in prayer we claim the ful- 
filment of that will it shall be done. If we abide in 
him and his words abide in us, we may ask what we 
will, and it shall be done unto us, There is an un- 
limited promise resting on a limited condition, and 
we may take it at its face value. 

There are very many more conditions of prevailing 
prayer which should be sought out and responded to, 
but these may serve just to blaze the way. 


Promises Made to Him Who Prays 

How many and magnificent are the promises which 
God has made to those who draw near to him as 
humble and trustful suppliants! As we enter the 
secret place we hear him say, ‘‘I will establish my 
covenant with you.’ ‘*I will bless thee.”” ‘I will 
make.thee exceeding fruitful.’’ ‘I will go down 
with thee into Egypt ; and I will surely bring thee up 
again.’’ ‘‘I will nourish you and your little ones.’’ 
‘*T will put thee in a cleft of arock!’’ ‘I will give 
thee counsel.’’ ‘I will do to thee all that thou re- 
quirest.’’ ‘‘I will restore health unto thee,’’ ‘I 
will build thee, and thou shalt be built.’’ ‘I will 
pardon all your iniquities."’ ‘I will go before thee, 
and will direct all thy ways.’’ ‘I will help thee, 
saith the Lord.’’ ‘*I will be your God.’’ ‘I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.’’ 

These promises, and hundreds besides, are ours 
frankly to claim and freely to enjoy: they are as so 
many easy chairs in which we may settle down and 
be at rest, remembering that all the divine promises 
are ‘‘ yea’’ and ‘‘amen”’ in Christ Jesus. Itis said 
of Luther that he would put his finger on a promise 
and say, ‘*Now, Lord, if thou dost not fulfil that 
promise to me, I will never trust thee again.”’ This 
may sound bold and irreverent, but the spirit of it is 
such as the Lord delights to honor, for he is never 
better pleased than when we take him at his word. 


Proper Subjects for Da‘ly Prayer 
One passage of Scripture will be enough to guide 


us as to what we may pray for. ‘‘Seek ye first his 
kingdom, and -his righteousness, and all these things 


shall be added unto you'’ (Matt. 6:33). Two classes 
of things are referred to, things spiritual and things 
temporal, Not the spiritual only, and not the tem- 
poral first. Our gracious Father has made provision 
for the whole of our need, but there is a priority of 
some things over others, Our spiritual need is our 
supreme need, because our souls are of more con- 
sequence than our bodies ; and yet in our prayers 
we give more attention to the latter than to the 
former. 

Have you ever studied the prayers of the Apostle 
Paul, of which there are not a few? Perhaps the most 
interesting feature of thei is their intense spirituality. 
What he is concerned about is that he may have the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
Christ; that the eyes of his heart might be enlight- 
ened; that he might know what was the issue of 
his holy calling, and what the riches of the glory of 
Christ's inheritance in him and all the saints, and 
how exceeding great is his power towards and in 
those who believe (Eph. 1). He longs also to be 
strengthened with might by the Holy Spirit in the 
inner man; to be rooted and grounded in love, and to 
apprehend what is the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height of the divine love, which he is 
conscious transcends all human knowledge (Eph. 3). 

But Paul was not above seeking the other things, 
for many references in his Epistles reveal that he took 
all his temporal need also to God, and asked counsel 
of him concerning his daily movements and supplies. 
‘I besought the Lord thrice, that’it [his thorn in the 
flesh] might depart from me."’ ‘* Making request, 
if by any means now at length I may be prospered 
by the will of God to come unto you,’’ ‘I rejoice 
in the Lord greatly, that now at length ye have revived 
your thought for me’’ [when money was sent]. 

Tell God, therefore, ail you need, spiritual and 
temporal, and rest assured that he who is so careful 
with our souls will not be careless about our bodies. 
It will be of immense help to keep a prayer diary 
that the perspective and progress of our prayers may 
be examined from time to time. 


The Outcome of Our Requests 


Does God answer prayer? We may hold much too 
narrow an idea as to what constitutes an answer to 
prayer. Mark § records three prayers,—all an- 
swered differently, First, there is the prayer of the 
demons, to be allowed to go into the swine. Then, 
the prayer of the healed man, to be allowed to ac- 
company Jesus. And finally, the prayer of Jairus, 
that Jesus would come and heal his daughter. In 
each of these we must distinguish between the fesition 
and the desire. . 

In the first case the petition was answered and the 
desire unanswered. The demons desired a place of 
safety, but in getting their petition answered they lost 
what they desired. 

In the second case, the desire was answered and 
the petition unanswered. The healed man desired to 
express his gratitude to Jesus, and thought that by 
accompanying him he would be doing so; but his 
gratitude had to find expression in another way. 
‘Go. . tell.” His desire was granted. 

In the third case, both desire and petition were 
answered, Jairus wanted his daughter to be-restored, 
and so asked Jesus to come to his house and raise her 
up; and Jesus did both, 

So in our prayers, oftentimes when the terms of re- 
quest are denied, the desire of our heart is granted, 
as, when Saul cried, ‘*‘What wilt thou have me to 
do,’’ the reply was made through Ananias, ‘I will 
show him how many things he must suffer’’ (Acts 
9: 6-16). 

History is. not without illustration also of desire 
being unheeded in the granting of petitions. We 
read of Israel that ‘‘ He gave them their request, but 
sent leanness into their soul.’’ God in his mercy 
neglects the terms of many of our prayers, because he 
sees how injurious to us would be the fulfilment. 

The truer our prayers are the nearer will the corre- 
spondence be between the desire of the heart and the 
request of the lips, so that Christ may answer both. 

What are the conditions that make it impossible for 

God to answer prayer? will be discussed in Mr. 


Scroggie’s next article, which will also give illumina- 
ting suggestions upon the Intercession part of prayer. 
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A book that marks a new epoch in the literature of the Sunday-school and religious education 





f° he first time it is now possible for the student 
of Sunday-school history, purposes, and methods 

to have at hand in three volumes a whole library 
of information. Not many are likely to realize what 
an intricate and far-reaching system of religious edu- 
cation centers in, and is related to, this neighborhood 
institution the Sunday-school, in which so many of 
us render volunteer service oiten without much thought 
of the wide horizon around our field. 

It was no easy task that the editors of this encyclo- 
pedia undertook. It was not the Sunday-school alone 
that they regarded as their subject, but they made 
extensive excursions into the whole field of religious 
education. The Sunday-school alone would have of- 
fered many difficulties to the editors of a reference 
work making any attempt at completeness. But the 
plan of the encyclopedia was arranged to include 
Studies in religious education, even among non- 
Christian peoples, and to include also many organi- 
zations or movements counted as educational among 
Christians, but tributary rather than belonging to the 
main stream. 


The Only Work that Does This 

Outwardly the three volumes are attractive in dark 
green cloth and leather ; and within these covers one 
finds good white paper of sufficient weight, and large 
restful type with particularly clear and bold headings, 
so that the eye catches quickly the desired article as 
the pages are turned, There are numerous illustra- 
tions of buildings; groups at work in the Sunday- 
school or in other surroundings; and . portraits of 
Sunday-school leaders,,. past and present. In the 
long article on Architecture a great many valuable 
building suggestions are given in outline. 

The volumes include six general classifications ; 
(1) The Sunday-school ; (2) Moral and Religious Edu- 
cation; (3) Psychology and Pedagogy; (4) Organization; 
(5) Allied Agencies and Associations; and (6) the 
material of an appendix, including denominational 
statistical tables and a bibliography of method books, 
and general books for a Sunday-school library. 

The task of the editors is more readily appreciated 
when one glances through, for example, the more 
than two hundred and fifty titles of articles under the 
general head of the Sunday-school. Here are dis- 
cussions of the work of the adult department ; the use 
of banners ; benevolences in the Sunday-school ; arti- 
cles about the boy ; studies of Sunday-school work in 
many denominations by denominational authorities, 
at home and abroad; the relation of the home to re- 
ligious education ; the place and work of the various 
departments in the local school ; missionary educa- 
tion ; Sunday-school organization ; and. so on through 
the long list of topics properly coming under the gen- 
eral head. 

When you turn from this list to the second classifi- 
cation, Moral and Religious Education, there are arti- 
cles on institutions ; on Bible study ; on the child ; 
on the history of religious education here and abroad ; 
on family worship, and many other themes. The 
section on psychology and pedagogy is rich in an 
abundance of material for the student who seeks the 
latest findings in these fields ; and in the section on 
organization one finds many tamiliar and some un- 
familiar titles of movements or groups that make their 
contribution either directly. or somewhat indirectly, 
to the work of religious education. 

As to the allied agencies and associations, there is 
probably no descriptive list anywhere in existence 
that is so full and so accessible as this one for any 
one who wants to know the details of sixty or seventy 
such organizations now at work in the field. 

Altogether there are about six hundred articles by 
some three hundred writers, most of the writers well 
known as specialists in the subjects they present. 
The result is a remarkable grouping of historical, in- 
spirational, and technical material in classified form ; 
and while a rather close examination of the three vol- 
umes, page by page, leaves the impression that there 
is.more or less overlapping of discussion, it is hard 
to see what topics could well have been omitted under 
this editorial plan, or what have been left out that 
would rightly fall within the plan. 

An examination, page by page, and a close reading 
of many of the articles leaves other impressions that 


may be noted as giving 4 ive view of the vol- 
umes. One is sure to impressed by the vast 
amount of important historical material throwing 
light upon the progress of religious education from 
earlier times. Wide learning is here epitomized, and 
much invaluable reference material is readily found, 
and when found, easily examined. 

Again, the method material is very voluminous, If 
there is a topic to the front at all in our modern eager- 
ness for method, it is almost certainly discussed 
somewhere in these volumes. One is reminded of a 
** question-box meeting *’ with a group of leaders on 
the platform, leaders from all parts of the world, and 
of widely varying views, mostly very modern leaders, 
who aré engaged in answering the questions of the 
audience with enthusiastic advocacy of ways and 
means, tried or untried, that seem to them to give 
promise of good results. 

It may be supposed that this work is going to be 
useful chiefly to Sunday-school leaders. On the con- 
trary, it is safe to say that any consecrated Sunday- 
school worker, who will take the trouble to check up 
his problems by means of the articles in the Ency- 
os that bear upon his special field, will, almost 
before he knows it, himself become a leader in his- 
torical and method equipment. It is what the least- 
trained, as well as the very expert, Sunday-schvol 
worker needs, not only to give him detailed sugges- 
tions, but to give him that indefinable requisite 
called ‘‘ atmosphere,’’ so that he will know better the 
institution in which he works, and move forward in 
its service with a fuller appreciation of its wondrous 
facilities, and its old and new place in the religious 
history of the race. 

Anti encyclopedia on such a general subject must in 
the very nature.of things make an attempt at impar- 


tiality. -The writers represent a variety of viewpoints, 


and no one should regard their utterances in the mat- 
ter of opinion as necessarily authoritative beyond the 
competency that may be supposed to attach to the in- 
dividual writer in each case. The range of the ency- 
clopedia is too miscellaneous to justify any one in 
characterizing it as wholly advocating this or that 
position. Yet it will be found that many of the arti- 
cles that deal with the Bible and the use of the Bible 
will have to be read with considerable caution, for in 
general they represent a view that does not count the 
Bible the fully inspired Word of God. 


The Sunday-School and the ‘‘ Newer View” 

These articles that set forth the ‘‘newer'’ critical 
views of the Bible and of religious education may in- 
deed have their place in a work that seeks to be an 
encyclopedia of religious education, Sunday-school 
workers should know what this point of view is, and 
glean from it whatever of suggestion and value, min- 
gled with disastrous error, it may have. But it is un- 
fortunate that in this work these subjects should be 
treated largely by men who take tife ** modern view”’ 





This article reviews ‘“‘The Encyclopedia of 
Sunday Schools and Religious Education,” giv- 
ing a world-wide view of the history and prag- 
ress of the Sunday-schoo! and the development 
of religious education, The work is complete 
in three royal octavo volumes, and is published 
by Thomas Nelson and Sons, New York City. 
The Editors-in-Chief of the Encyclopedia are 
the late John T, McFarland; D.D., LL.D., and 
Benjamin S. Winchester, D.D.; the Canadian 
Editor is R. Douglas Fraser, D.D., and the 
European Editor is the Rev. J. Williams 
Butcher. The following well-known leaders in 
the Sunday-school world and the field of relig- 
ious education are Consulting Editors: S. T. 
Bartlett, D.D.; Christopher R. Blackall, D.D.; 
Edwin B. Cha D.D.; George A. Coe, 
Ph.D., LL.D.; Henry F. Cope, Ph.D., LL.D. ; 
Ralph E. Diftendorfer, M.A., B.D.; W.H. Dun- 
bar, D.D.; E. Morris Fergusson, D.D.; Bishop 
H. H. Fout, D.D.; the Rev. William E, Gard- 
ner; Jesse L. Hurlbut, D.D.; Rufus W. Miller, 
D.D.; A. L. Phillips, D.D.; Ira M. Price, Ph.D., 
LL.D.; Edward P. St. John, A.M., Pd.M.; the 
Rev. Marion Stevenson; Robert Perry Shep- 
herd, Ph.D.; Isaac J. Van Ness, D.D. 











on many questions of Biblical criticism, without hav. 
ing them supplemented by other articles from those 
holding the conservative view. The evident intent of 
the predominating sentiment in the editorial board is 
to encourage the Sunday-school teacher to adopt the 
conclusions of the modern Biblical scholarship in 
using the Bible and in adapting it for teaching. The 
encyclopedia would heartily commend those 
courses whose aim is ‘‘to familiarize the child of to- 
day with the Bible as conceived from the point of 
pe of critical scholarship and scientific historical 
study.”’ 

And one is disappointed not to find a stron 
pac te prt evangelism. Every wide-awake y 
school leader, indeed, needs to be informed of the 
modern movement in religious education, as related 
particularly to the Sunday-school, and nowhere can 
he find this material presented in such usable form 
as in this encyclopedia. But he will need to study it 
with his eyes wide open, remembering that many of 
the positions taken by the writers of these articles are 
strongly opposed by other leaders in religious educa- 
tion. Some of the articles emphasize strongly the 
modern position that the church is concerned with 
two phases of redemption, the individual and the 
social. 

The value of the work would be increased if these 
articles were accompanied by others on the same sab- 
ject treated by leaders who believe that the church's 
chief task of redemption is that of saving individuals 
through the blood of Christ, and that the findings of 
sociology and other modern sciences should be studied 
in the light of that divine revelation which does not 
change from age to age with the increase of man's 
knowledge or man’s changing opinions. 


What Are the Sunday-School’s Best--Books?: .- 

The statistical tables will probably be disappoint- 
ing to many students. The Sunday-school statistics 
are arranged by denominations, but the very inform- 
ing figures gathered under the auspices of the Inter- 
national and of the World’s Sunday School Associa- 
tions are not brought together anywhere in the volumes; 
yet these statistics alone can give the world-wide view 
of Sunday-school conditions as to numbers, and as to 
departmental conditions. 

It is, of course, an exceedingly difficult thing to 
attempt a list of hooks for a teachers’ reference library, 
but, to any one who is moderately familiar with the 
needs of such a library, the list given in the appendix 
will seem inadequate at points where it might easily 
have been made much stronger. Some of the choice 
est manuals of teaching, widely recognized as standard 
in the Sunday-school field, are not mentioned at all; 
and this’ is also true of books on organization and 
management, and on the history of the Sunday-school, 
It would not do for the teacher who wants to be well 
posted in such matters to suppose that this list is even 
representative. A list of this kind that would leave 
out Marion Lawrance’s ‘‘ How to Conduct a Sunday 
School,’’ and the late H, Clay Trumbull’s ‘‘ Teaching 
and Teachers,’* and his ‘‘ Yale Lectures’’; or in the 
field of missions in the Sunday-school the books of 
George H. Trull, has not been prepared with due 
balance or care. Nor would even the superficial 
student expect to find a list of books on the Apostolic 
Age, and the Life of Paul, with no reference to Sir 
William M. Ramsay's works. All this does not mean 
that there are not numerous good books suggested in the 
library ; but the untrained teacher would need to turn 
aside from this list. at many points in order to get the 
standard works. The bibliographies appended to the 
various articles are, however, very full and suggestive, 
except in certain articles that touch on questions of 
Biblical criticism, where the lists contain practically 
those books alone that present the .“‘ modern view,"’ 
—and some of them most extreme. 

The encyclopedia is so extensively useful that the 
thorough-going Sunday-school worker needs it for all 
the reasons stated in this review, and more. The 
three volumes make a composite picture of conditions, 
past and ‘present, particularly with reference to the 
Sunday-school ; and if used with discerning judgment 
at the points where the newer critical and sociological 
views are treated, the work should prove an invaluable 
tool for the wide-awake Sunday-school worker. 


LESSON FOR APRIL 2 (Acts 9: 1 to 31) 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
Getting Started in Class 
‘* 1 T WAS two hours or more noon, while we 
were feeling the heat of midday, and the 
sun shone with a dazzling brilliancy that 
made us glad of our protectin heffcs, that we came 
to a little group of stone, mud-covered huts, wees 
by straw and mud roofs. While resting there for a 
few minutes, the native men and women eying us 
curiously or offering us water, we learned that we 
were at Artuz (better Artoos), which marks the tra- 
ditional point on the road to where Paul’s 
‘vision took place.... There was shining about us 
such a light as we had seldom seen,... to which 
Paul and other dwellers in that land were accus- 
tomed. Yet it was in the midst of such sunlight, at 
midday, nigh unto Damascus, that Paul says ‘I saw 
on the way a light from heaven, above the ht- 
ness of the sun, shi round about me and them 
that journeyed with me.’ What a light must have 
shone that day!” (From the volume “A Pil 
age to Jerusalem” [1904], by the writer of the Lesson 
lot.) .. 


Our Background Material 


There are four sub-divisions in the second of the © 


five Periods of the book of Acts, according to Dr. 
James M, Gray in The Sunday School Times of De- 
cember 18, 1915. ‘This second Period is the Pales- 
tinian, and consists of chapters 8-12. Its divisions 
center each about a man and a place: 


Philip in Samaria, 8 : 1-40. 

Paul in Damascus, 9 : 1-31. 

Peter in Ceesarea, 9 : 32 to 11 : 18. 
Barnabas in Antioch, 11 : 19 to 12: 25. 


The other Periods of the book of''Acts are: 


Jerusalem, ‘chaptérs' 127. °° + pe 39 ow 


. Asia. Minor, 13 to 15-135. °: 
Greece, 15: 36 to 20. 
Rome, 21-28. 


The Lesson Itself , 
The references, except as otherwise ooent, are to lesson-articles 
in this issue. idface figures at the end of certain paragraphs in 
those articles will help in quickly locating the refi 

What do you think of a man who “‘ goes the limit” 
in everything he does? ‘‘He’s always extreme,” 

ple say of him. If he goes wrong, he goes terri- 
bly wrong. If he goes right, he goes gloriously 
right. Is there more hope for such a man than for 
the lukewarm one, neither hot nor cold? Why ? 

Saul the persecutor was the kind that ‘‘ went the 
limit.” Damascus was a long way from Jerusalem ; 
it was about as far as ‘‘from Dan to Beersheba.” 
But it was not too far to go after ‘‘any that were 
of the Way.” Make the distance from Jerusalem 
to Damascus more real to your class by naming some 

lace about a hundred and fifty miles from your 
ome town, as was done in Pucker’s class (2). But the 
journey was slower and more difficult in those days. 

What do we know about this ‘‘ extremist” Saul ? 
Get the class to tell all they know of his life up to 
this point; then add the facts about his family, edu- 
cation, and religion given by Mrs. Baldwin (1, 2). 
Note. (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 1) that Saul was evi- 
‘ dently now almost exactly the age of Jesus when the 
latter finished his earthly work. 

The terrible, devastating, indomitable work and 
fury of this man were brought to an end by a sudden 
cataclysm, as God in Christ simply revealed Himself. 
What if God in Christ should step into the world in 
this same cataslysmic way to-day! What a stupen- 
dous change it would mean! Could Christ do this if 
he thought best? Why does he not doso? Draw 
out the class, but do not give your own views till the 
end of the session (see ‘‘ The Truth that is Golden”’). 

Why did Jesus say to Saul,‘‘ Why persecutest thou 
me?” Why did he not say, “‘ Why persecutest thou 
po followers?” As if to make his meaning unmis- 
takably plain he adds, “‘1 am Jesus whom thou per- 
secutest.” Get the views of the elass. Was Jesus 
using a striking figure of speech? No; he was 
speaking of a literal fact. A real Christian, one who 
has been born again by the Holy Spirit through faith 
in Christ, has been eternally joined to the person of 
Christ and made actually and literally a member of 
Christ’s body: grafted into the being of Christ, as a 
branch can be grafted into a vine, or a wild olive 
branch grafted into a luxuriant, fruit-bearing olive 
tree (Rom. 11: 17). If you stick a knife into a grape- 





LESSON I. 


Acts 9 : 1-31. Commit verses 17, 18 


Golden Text: Faithful is the saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.—1 Timothy 1 : 1§ 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Acts 9 : 1-11, 19-19.) 

t But Saul, breathing threatening and slaughter against 
the disciples ola chenease antics sham cand ete 
of him letters to Damascus unto the synagogues, that 
Sand ate ek mete $6 ae Was, SUSE Ses Se: Comes 
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. g And as he jour- 
neyed, it came to pass that he drew nigh unto Damascus: and 
suddenly there shone round about him a light out of : 
4 and he fell upon the earth, and heard 
him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 5 A 
Who art thou, Lord? And he said, 1 am Jesus whom thou 


I 
unto him, Arise, and go to the street which is called Straight, 
and inquire in the house of 
of Tarsus: for behold, he prayeth. ...17 And Ananias de- 


im said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, who 
unto thee in the way which thou camest, hath sent me, that 
thou mayest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 18 And straightway there fell from his eyes as it were 
scales, and he received his. sight ; and he arose and was bap- 
tized ; 19 and he took food and was strengthened. 

And he was certain days with the disciples that were at 
Damascus. 


1 Or, sound 
The Amevican Revision copyright, 1901, 6y Thomas Neison and Sons 


a 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


These references are usually to paragraphs in lesson articles in 
this issue, indicated by bold-face figures. 


Verse 1.—How much is known of Saul previous to this 
point? (Griffith Thomas, II, 2; Baldwin, #5 Rogers, 2.) 
“Verse 2.——What sort of letters would Saul need to bring 
the Christians down to Jerusalem? (Griffith Thomas, II, 2.) 
Why did he wish to go to the synagogue in Damascus? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 2.) Why is the faith called the 
“Way ’’? (Griffith Thomas, II, 3; Mackie, 4.) 

Verse 3.—How did Saul journey? (Griffith Thomas, 
II, 4; Rogers, 2, 3.) What sort of light might this have 
been? (Griffith Thomas, II, 4.) 

Verse 5.—Why did Jesus speak of Saul as cuting 
Him? (Griffith Thomas, II, 4; Ridgway, 2; Baldwin, 3; 
Rogers, 4; Pilot, The Lesson Itself.) 

Verse 11.—Who is the Judas mentioned? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 6; Rogers, §-6.) 

Verses 14.—How did Anamas know of Saul’s purpose? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 7.) 

Verse 17.—Was this filling of the Holy Spirit similar to 
what came upon the disciples at Pentecost? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 8.) 

Verse 16.—Does this suggest what had cavsed Saul’s 
blindness? (Griffith Thomas, II, 8.) 

Verse 26.—Did Saul go immediately from*‘Damascus to 
Jerusalem? (Grifhth Thomas, II, 9; Kogers, 7.) 

rg ‘ 








vine branch, you are wounding the vine as well as 
the branch, are you not? One who persecutes a 
Christian wounds Christ, not figuratively, but ac- 
tually and literally. Christ is injured, just as you 
are injured if your finger is hurt. See what is said 
about the sufferings of the members of Christ’s body, 


Z Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 4), Mr. Ridgway (2), and 
TS. . 


. Baldwin (3). 

A boy’s account of the conversion of Saul is given 
by Mr. Rogers (3, 4). It might be read aloud in class, 

It was all as new an experience for Saul as if he 
had been born into a new universe. It is always so 
when one sees Jesus, and yields (2 Cor. 5:17). No- 
tice the reversal in Saul’s lite habits brought out by 
Mrs. Baldwin (4). 

Let the lesson tell its own story right on through 
verse 31. After his regeneration and new life of 
victory and power in Christ, what was the greatest 
blessing, the highest privilege that Christ offered 
Saul? See what the class think. It was Zo suffer 
with Him (v. 16). Saul the persecutor became a 
Tr. member of the body of Christ (vs. 23, 29). 

t was a glorious testimony to the completeness of 

Saul’s belief in and surrender to Christ. Are you 
having this testimony to the completeness of your 
own identification with Christ ? 


APRIL 2. CONVERSION OF SAUL 









The Truth That Is Golden 

Read carefully the personal experience of Mr. 
Pope, given on page 181 in this issue, At the close 
of the class session tell the story to your class, step 
by step. It answers the question su ted earlier 
in this article,—Wouldn’t it be a wonderful thing if 
Christ would reveal himself to the whole world as he 
revealed himself to Saul? At the end of the session 
show the class that that is exactly what Christ is 
going todo. Saul’s experience on the way to Damas- 
cus will become the experience of the entire Jewish 
race. That is what Paul meant in 1 Corinthians 15: 
8, when he speaks of his new birth as premature, 
— the new birth that is to come to all 
I when, like Saul, ‘‘they shall look upon thee 
whom they have pierced” (Zech. 12: 10 to 13: 2; 
Jer. 31: 9, JO, 31-34; Rom. 11 : 25-27). 

What God did for the Jesus-persecuting Saul he 
will do for the entire race of Jesus-persecuting Jews. 
And what God then did through the Christ-filied 
Paul, apostle to the Gentiles, it is believed God will 
later do through the Christ-filled Jews, when they 
become apostles and missionaries to the Gentiles of 
the whole world. 


Teaching Points 

Notice how carefully Jesus goes into details in instruct- 
ing Ananias (vs. 11, 12; Mrs. Baldwin, 6). Nothing is 
trifling in God’s sight. 

Before Paul had been filled with the Holy Spirit Jesus 
says of him: ‘* He is a chosen vessel unto me’’ (v. 15), 
and points out that he is later ‘‘to bear my name before 
the Gentiles.’”” God has chosen vessels to-day among the 
unsaved. Are you letting this fact be your daily incentive 
to bring to Christ those whom you meet ? 

Commonplace temporal means have their place in the 
midst of stupendous supernatural experiences. After his 
vision, and immediately after the miracles of the resto 
of his eyesight and being filled with the Holy Spirit, Pau 
**took food and was strengthened ”’ (v. 19). Don’t forget 
the duty of the ordinary at the very time oes God is bless- 
ing you by the extraordinary. 

ul not only claimed that Jesus is the Christ; he proved 
it (v. 22). Can you do so? 

Saul aud his fellow-believers did not necessarily count 
upon a supernatural deliverance from their enemies, but 
used a natural means of safety and escape (v. 25). Was 
Saul cowardly to flee in this way, and in verse 30? Jesus 
himself gives the answer (Matt. 10: 23). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why were the words ‘‘ Jesus of Nazareth ’’ (Acts 22 ; 8) 
more astounding to Saul than the mere word ‘Christ ’’ 
would have been? (Dr. Griffith Thomas, II, §.) 

What was the sign by which Ananias was to know Saul ? 
(Griffith Thomas, IT, 7.) 

Do you believe in sudden conversions ? (Ridgway, 1.) 

What effect does persecution have upon Site Chris- 
tianity? (Mrs. Baldwin, 2.) 

Why was Saul made blind? (Mrs. Baldwin, §.) 

Name some things that happened to Saul when he gave 
himself to Christ. (Rogers, 4). 

Was Ananias right or distrustful to raise the question 
that he did in verses 13, 14? ; 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the bers’ own prep ion.] 
#£neas and Dorcas (Actsg: 32-43; comp. also Prov. gr: 20-31). 


Think, between now and next Sunday, what God's 
power means. Here is a description of it in a few 
words (Rom. 4:17): ‘*God, who giveth life to the 
dead, and calleth the things that are not, as though 
they were.” Is it worth while to believe in a God 
like that? When he calls the things that are not as 
though they were,—-they become what they were not. 
And, wonders of wonders, God does these things 
just because you and I ask him to,—provided we get 
in line with him and his will. Peter had gotten in 
line. So when Peter tells a hopeless paralytic to act 
as though he were not a paralytic, the man rises up 
strong and well. And when Peter tells a dead 
woman to come to life, she comes to life. Have you 
Peter’s secret ? 


What is a ‘‘saint”’? (v. 32.) 

How could Peter know that Jesus Christ was going to 
heal Aineas? (v. 34.) 

Why did God let Dorcas die if he knew he was going to 
bring her to life again? 

Do you think Peter felt exalted or humbled by these two 
experiences? Why? 

What was one far-reaching result of the restoring ef 
Dorcas’ life ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Perhaps you can increase the home lesson study in your Sunday-school five hundred percent bv immediately adopting the plan described on page 188 
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Mastering the 








By the Rev. Professor W. 


Whole Lesson 
H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








PECIAL days in a life are often called ‘* Red 
Letter Days,” and the day on which Saul the 
persecutor was changed into a disciple of 

Christ must have been a very special and welcome 
day for the early Christians. The importance of the 
event may be seen by the fact that we have no less 
than three accounts of it in Acts (9; 22 ; 26). 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 
Connection.—The narrative returns to Saul (8 : 3), 
“and his conversion is important because of his future 
position as the Apostle to the Gentiles. His conver- 
sion has been rightly regarded and described as ‘‘a 
great landmark on the high-road of missionary 
‘progress.” | ¢ Aik 
: Book.—The record is still within the section 
covering ‘* Judea, Galilee, and Samaria” (6: 8 tog 
1), the story being associated with three men: 
tephen, Philip, and Saul. The last two parts are 
largely contemporary. 


Parallels.—Special attention should be given to the-- 


other passages where Saul’s conversion is recorded : 
22 :5-16; 26: rr-21; 1 ‘Tim, 1; 12-17; Gal. 1: 11-17. 

Date.— Usually thought to be about A. D. 36. Saul 
may have been thirty-three or thirty-four if, as is 
often thought, he was born in A. D. 1. See Stirling's 
Atlas, page 5 (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York 
City, 40 cents net). (1) 

Il. The Lesson 

Saul Persecuting (vs. 1, 2).—The contrast be- 
tween Philip's work and Saul’s persecution is sug- 
gested by the opening word ‘‘but.” The intensity 
of Saul’s hatred against the Christians is ‘seen by the 
description. He was always a man of great zeal, It 
shows to what extent religious earnestness may lead 
aman. Not only did he persecute in Jerusalem, but 
he was ready to go a long distance on the same er- 
rand. The letters would be his authority (26: 12). 
The actual high priest is not known. (2) 

Damascus is the oldest city in the world, about 
‘sixty miles from’ the ‘sea-coast, and’ formerly the 
highway of traffic to thé Bast. In New Testament 
times it was eclipsed by the greater importance of 
Antioch (11 ; 20), but is now again an important city 
with 150,0v0 inhabitants, including a large colony of 

ews. It is interesting to realize that there were 

hristians there at this time, perhaps as the outcome 
of Pentecost. It is about one hundred and sixty 
miles from Jerusalem. The description of Chris- 
tianity as the ‘‘ Way” is interesting, expressive of a 
course of life (19:9, 23; 22:4; 24: 14-22). A fine 
treatment ‘of this metaphor will be found in Dr, H. 
Clay Trumbull’s ‘Studies in Oriental Social Life” 
(The Sunday School Times Company, $1.50 net). (3) 

Saul Penitent (vs. 3-9).—As he went on his way, 
by horse or on foot, and was near Damascus, a sud- 
den light burst forth, some miraculous and super- 
natural brightness, in which Saul obtained a real 
vision of our Lord as glorified. That vision revolu- 
tionized his life. He fell prostrate at the feet of 
Christ, and those who were with him were equally 
terrified, thongh)they did not see the Lord. The 
voice was clear, and Saul was addressed in the He- 
brew tongue (26:14). The repetition of the name 
seems to suggest earnestness, and it is one of ten 
such instances found in Scripture. Our Lord's ques- 
tion, ‘‘ Why persecutest thou me?” shows how inti- 
mately he was associated with the members. of. his 
church, so that everything they suffered was really 
felt by him (1 Cor, 11 : 27; Matt. ro : 40). (4) 

When the astonished man asked who it was (for of 
course he was then ignorant), he was told in very 
significant words, ‘‘I am Jesus whom thou perse- 
cutest.” The use of the human name ‘ Jesus,” es- 

sially the addition of ‘*‘ Nazareth” (22: 8), must 

ave n an astonishment to Saul, because it 
showed that the hated Jesus who came from the de- 
spised Nazareth was the Lord of glory. Saul’s com- 
unions (whose names are unknown) heard the voice, 
ut did not see Christ, and stood speechless with as- 
tonishment, Obedient to his new Master he went 
into the city, being guided by the hand, because the 
brilliance of the light had blinded him for a while 
(22: 11). ‘Thus the leader was led and the proud 
man brought low. Instead of entering Damascus a 
persecutor, he is now, as it were, a captive. For 
three days he remained blind and fasting, and it is 
impossible to doubt that those days must have been 
full of profound experience in contrition, repentance, 
and surrender to Christ. (§) 

Saul Praying (vs. t0-18).—Meanwhile preparation 
was being made by instruction in a vision, a super- 
natural communication. But then came a new diffi- 
culty, for it was against such disciples as Ananias 
that Saul’s fury had been directed. Nothing is 
known of Judas. How could Ananias goto such a 
terrible enemy ? His fears and scruples were per- 





fectly natural. But the command was clear, and the 
same Lord who brought Saul to himself prepared 
Ananias for his work. ‘larsus, where Saul was born, 
was the chief city of Cilicia, about ten miles from the 
sea, and was an important Greek city with a Roman 
colony. (6) 

The sign by which Ananias would know Saul was 
his prayer, the persecutor being thus transformed 
into one who was seeking God’s will. The knowl- 
edge that Ananias had of Saul is a striking testimony 
to his widespread influence as a persecutor. Christ’s 
‘assuratice soon'settled the matter for Ananias, who 
was told that Saul was *‘ a vessel of choice ” (Jer. 18: 
1-6), Paul frequently uses this metaphor in his 
epistles (Rom. 9: 21-23; 2 Cor. 4: 7; 2 Tim. 2: 21). 

e was to be a special instrument in God’s hands, 
and on this account Ananias was to go without hesi- 
tation.. (7). 

It is beautiful to notice the contrast between 
“this man” (v. 13) and ‘‘ brother Saul” (v. 17). 
It is also noteworthy that Saul received the gift of 
the Holy Spirit through the instrumentality of an 
ordinary Christian layman, thus showing that spirit- 
ual gifts in the apostolic age were not limited to any 
particular class or order. ‘This was Paul’s ‘‘ Pente- 
cost” (2: 4, 38, 39), and shows that the gift can be 
bestowed at and from conversion. ‘The reference to 
food (v. 19) is characteristic of Luke with his strong 
*»sympathies (2: 46). Saul would naturally need re- 
fresbment after three daysof abstinence. The phrase 
‘*certain days” seems to suggest only a short period 
(to : 48; 15: 36), and it is significant that he who 
formerly opposed and persecuted the followers of 
Christ is now one of their number. He openly iden- 
tified himself with them from the first. The refer- 
ence to *‘ scales” is a medical way of describing the 
blindness. The story of Ananias is-fuller in chap- 
ter 22. (8) 

Saul Preaching (vs. 19-21).—At once he began to 
aa nee his new faith in the very place whither he 

ad.set out as a persecutor. What became of those 
letters from the high priest to Damascus? (vs. 1, 2.) 
The very sight of them, if they were kept, would be 
a constant reminder of the past. But all that was 
now over, and the new disciple was engaged in the 
work of proclaiming Jesus as the Son of God. No 
wonder the people were amazed in view of all that 
had happened before. The testimony to Christ as 
**the Son of God” (a title found only here in Acts) is 
important, because it shows that Saul had seen his 

lory so clearly that he did not hesitate to claim for 
) sont of Nazareth the Divine position, 

Saul Persecuted (vs. 22-25).—The new convert did 
not find things easy, for although he increased in 
strength, and was able to demonstrate the Messiah- 
ship of Jesus, the Jews were not likely to leave him 
alone. It is difficult to know precisely where to in- 
sert Paul's visit to Arabia (Gal. 1: 15-17). Some put 
it between verses 19 and 20, though this is scarcely 
possible in. view of the word ‘‘ straightway.” Others 
suggest between verses 21 and 22, and then again 
some prefer it bétween verses 22 and 23. It seems 
best to regard it as coming between verses 21 and 22, 
and then that he returned to Damascus after his retire- 
ment (Gal. 1:17). And-now the persecutor suffers 
persecution. The Jews would not tolerate his testi- 
mony, and so they endeavored to kill him, and 
would have done so but for the action of his disci- 
pies: converts won to Christ by his earnest work. 

hus, his ministry must have been fruitful from the 
very first. The basket is the large one which would 
hold an adult (Matt. 15 : 27; 2 Cor. 11: 33; Josh. 
2: 15). (9) 

Saul Protected (vs. 26-30).—His first visit to Jeru- 


salem since leaving there on his journey to persecute’ 


must have been  prnernaes f impressive, and when 
he tried again and again (so the Greek suggests) to 
unite himself to the followers of Christ they were all 
afraid, because they did not know what had taken 
place. They naturally suspected that he was at- 
tempting a fresh persecution under the guise of 
friendship. But a man of the right sort was at hand, 
and Barnabas fulfilled his work of being a ‘‘son of 
consolation” (4: 36),and soon made everything right 
by assuring the Christians of the circumstances: We 
can imagine the joy of their welcome and the satis- 
faction with which they observed his bold preaching 
of the faith. 

The word ‘ disputed” is found in connection with 
Stephen (6: 9), one of Saul’s opponents at that time, 
and now Saul is the Christian disputer. The very 
men who had withstood Stephen were withstanding 
Saul and endeavoring to put him to death, but as 
Saul was now recognized as a brother in Christ, the 
Christians protected him by taking him down to 
Ceesarea (g : 30) on the way to Tarsus. 

And so for a time we leave Saul, noticing espe- 
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cially the result in the church of his conversion (v. 
31). ‘There was peace from external difficulties ( 
cluding persecution) and from internal dissensions, 
and the result was that the church grew upward 
toward God in edification and outward toward man 
in multiplication, and all this was in the presence 
and power of the Holy Spirit. 


Ill. Central Truths 

The Golden Text expresses what Paul felt toward 
the end of his life as he reviewed nearly thirty years 
of service for Christ (r Tim. 1:15). Let us think of 
some of the results-of this great change. 

1. To Paul Himself.—The change was rea/in heart 
and life; /asting, tor there was no reversal; and 
divine, because it was by the grace of God. Con- 
version means a turning to God, just as regenera- 
tion means the giving of God's new life in response 
to our acceptance of Crist. 

2. To Christians Then.—The conversion of Saul 
was of great importance to those early followers of 
Christ. It told them of God's care, and that he was 
not indifferent to the persecutions, but was watch- 
ing continually. It told them of God’s power, for 
they were shown the glory of his help in their diffi- 
culty. It told them of his resource, for it showed 
that even this difficulty could be overruled. 

3. To Christianity Now,.—The conversion of Saul 
is one of the greatest and most important features 
for us to-day. (1) It has an evidential force. If 
Paul’s testimony is ‘true, Christianity is divine, and 
if his conversion is real, his testimony is true. So 
that Saul of Tarsus becomes one of the strongest 
testimonies and evidences of Christianity. (2) It has 
spiritual force. It tells us that Christ is living and 
the Holy Spirit powerful, so that we may rejoice in 
the same spiritual realitiesto-day. (3) Ithasa a 
tical force. It was intended to be a pattern of ’s 
mercy to others (1 Tim. 1: 16) and a spiritual bless- 
ing. Soit is with every conversion: when we find 
Christ ourselves, it is for the purpose of winning 
others to him and showing the possibility of grace in 
our daily lives. 


IV. A Lesson Outline 

. Persecuting (Gal. & : 11-17). 
. Penitent (Acts 22 : 3-16). 

. Praying (Eph. 3 : 1-12). 

. Preaching (Eph. 2 : 1-10). 

. Persecuted (1 Pet. 3 : 14-17). 
. Protected (Eph, 1 : 11-14). 
WycuirrE CoLLece, TORONTO. 
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One of your most useful tools for class and home 
use this year will be Arnold’s Chart of Paul's 
Journeyings,—a handy, pocket-sized set of simple 
outline maps, with a list of events and Scripiure 
references, showing practically everything that Paul 
did and every place to which he went, from his con- 
version to his imprisonment in Rome. It is pudb- 
lishid by The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Wail- 
nut St., Philadelphia, at 20 cents postpaid. 

















The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


On the ‘‘ Damascus Road.”’—As he journeyed... 
suddenly there shone round about him a light (v. 3). 
Never ee yourself as to what you will do and what 
you will not do, You know nothing abeut it. Your 
mind may be changed in an instant. I know many 
a man who entered through a door a tough of the 
toughest. Within an hour that tough lost himself 
and found a man in the same suit of clothes, Yes, 
all that was bad, vicious, and dangerous at nine 
o'clock, and before ten born again, good, gentle, and 
Christian. Yet there are college professors who 
don’t believe iu miracles! Of all the men in Jewry, 
who would have picked this cold, intellectual, heart- 
less young aristocrat for a great apostle of the per- 
secuted religion ? And of all the men to write Sun- 
day-school lessons who would have picked that sneer- 
ing, cynical, godless unbeliever whom all his irre- 
ligious gang called ‘‘ Billyridge"’? I must have told 
you of that day when an old ae servant came to 
me in a religious meeting where I had been ‘‘ex- 
hortin’,” and with the tears wetting her cheeks, 
blubbered, ‘‘ Will Ridgway! And to think I should 
ever live to see the day and you a preacher!” Yes, 
Mary, old girl, indeed it must have been a miracle 
to you. So don’t ever wor ona ‘“*badone.” Just 
work on and ong Something can happen at any 
moment on the Damascus road (Phil. 3:21; Eph. 
2:1, 10; Jas. 1: 23). (5) 

**Slamming”’ the Preacher.—/ am /esus whom 
thou persecutest (v. 5). ._Everybody knows the mil- 
lions and millions of cups of cold water Jesus has 
hended to him, and we are always telling ourselves 
about it every time we help a little one a little bit 
(Matt. 10:42; 25:40). But we don’t always remem- 
ber that every time we ‘‘slam” the man who is try- 
ing to do the Master’s service we are pérsecutin 
Him. The fact that you would like to tall back an 

















LESSON FOR APRIL 2 (Acts 6 : 1-31) 


the matter by say! the preacher ‘‘is no 
sail a feet te 6 y proof I have hit a sore p 
Paul was making the lives of the few first Christians 
Teas elie ils vary piaveaonier ban pheioerh 
fault tor 
them for you. Read inthians, sixth chanec: for 


example. You are meking the roeeeee life 
sees. You do nothalf payhim. Hecould have 
taken his education and gone into business and 


gotten rich. Could to town and a good job 
teaching school at bigger pay, anne eee and no 
ks pay 


babies to kiss. You fol him on an average 
less than $600 a year. A yer, a er, an 
engineer gets three times as much. He gave his life 


to Jesus when he chose his sion. He belongs 
to Jesus even though human and has no win 
Every time you ‘‘knock” the parson you “knock” 
Heaven. Just lay this fact across that my of cold 
water you think so much of. Perhaps the idea will 
make a difference in both your heart and your 
tongue. (2) 


Chicken and Waffles.—// sha/i be told thee what 
thou must do (vy. 6). When a man is suddenly con- 
verted from being a lost man he becomes a lost man. 
He just doesn’t know for the moment where he stands 
or what todo. Hecan’t go back to his old crowd, 
that is one thing certain. And the new crowd he 
does not yet know. Here is where the Rescue Mis- 
sion and the: Salvation Army have the advantage of 
the average church. After an ingathering from 
special services the great problem is, ‘‘ What sball 
we do with the converts?” The trouble is, those who 
are already in the church do not do what God tells 
them todo (John 21: 15-17). ‘‘Hunt them up.” Let 
the deacon and his wife ‘‘call around,” don’t you? 
You are not only “too busy,” but at the heart of you 
you don’t really care. The other day ten or eleven 

oung fellows ‘got religion.” Uncle Billy Watson 
fan invited the preacher and the ‘‘ whole bunch” up 
to'the old farm for fried chicken and waffles. Aunt 
Sallie will be in evidence, and that supper will be no 
long-faced, sanctimonious affair. Uncle Billy will play 
all the ‘‘funny ones” on the phonograph and show 
the fellows there is more fun in religion than there 
can be ‘‘up-town.” Have you ever done anything 
like that at your house? 


One of the Congregation.—/nguire... for one named 
Saul, a man of Tarsus: for behold, he prayeth (v. 
11). See how closely Heaven watches the convert. 
I have just been calling on a big family.: A very new 
young man has come to that, family. That most 
wonderful of all the many babies that have come 
into that home was the whole talk of the whole 
family the whole evening. Well, 1 guessso! Grand- 
pop, pop, all the uncles and aunts, brothers and 
sisters were nevereven mentioned.. Thatis the way 
it is in heaven when a Christian is born, so the Book 
says (Luke 15:7). ‘The convert is watched and cared 
for if—mark you—if ‘‘ Ananias” does hisduty. When 
‘ Paul” doesn’t hold out somie ‘‘ Ananias” doesn’t 
hold in. Heaven seems to have so arranged it that 
promt be done for men except through other 
men. hen you fail there is a disaster beyond you. 
God could have taken care of Paul direct, but he 
selected a humble Christian for the great errand and 
immortal service. Did not call in an apostle or a 
deacon, but just one of the congregation. Suppose 
Ananias had been as slow doing God’s bidding as 
some folks we all know! How many times have you 
been ‘*moved” to speak to some one—and did not? 
Who knows but the professor might have become 
another Hale, the bum another Trotter, the sport 
another Billy Sunday. We never know; so when 
He sends let's go. 
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. The Mlustration Round-Table 


LLUST.RATIONS must reach The Sunday School Times 
three full months in advance of the date of the lesson. If 
coming later they may not be considered at all. Do not 

submit illustrations without first securing a circular that ex- 
plains the acceptance of material, and the year’s lesson calen- 
dar, which will be-sent fora two-cent stamp. All readers are 
invited to assist in the conduct of this department. One dollar 
is offered for every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and two 
dollars for the best illustration each week. 


When a Man Sees Christ.— Christ Jesus cdme into 
the world to save sinners; of whom I am vu 
(Golden Text). Pascal says: ‘‘ There are two kinds 
of men,—the righteous who believe themselves sin- 
ners, and the sinners who believe themselves right- 
eous.” Paul belonged to the first class, and so did 
Charles Hodge of Princeton. He was announcing a 
hymn one day in the oratory of the theological semi- 
nary, and as he read he came to the lines: 


** That blood can make the foulest clean, 
That blood availed for me.’’ 


But he could not read them, try as he would. ‘ That 
blood availed,’’— he could not get beyond that. The 
strong man bowed before the storm of emotion, and, 
dropping into his chair, he buried his face in his 
hands. But we students had no difficulty in singing 
the whole ea cae by W. S. C. Webster, Rem- 
senburg, N. Y. {w 
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Why She Was Glad.— Christ Jesus came... to save 
sinners ; ff hich I am chief (Golden Text). The 
brother itefield, the great evangelist, was 
deeply despondent at times, and felt his utter worth- 
lessness and helplessness. On one such occasion 
Lady Huntington spoke to him about his salvation, 
and tried to induce him to come to Christ. To all 
her he answered, ‘Oh, it is of no use! I am 
lost! Iam lost!” ‘‘ Thank God for that,” said she. 
‘* Why?” asked the man in astonishment. ‘‘ Because,” 
said Hunti n, ‘* Christ came to save the 
lost, and Hi you are lost, he is just the one that can 
save you."— The Classmate. Sent by the Rev. 
H. C. Buell, Santa Paula, Cal. 


The Prince's Salvation.— Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners (Golden Text). It is recorded 
that when the father of the late Queen Victoria, the 
Duke of Kent, lay dying, he expressed some anxiety 
about his soul. His doctor endeavored to comfort 
him by reminding him of how admirably he had de- 
4 himself in the conspicuous position in which 
e had been placed in the world. But the duke 
checked him, saying, ‘‘ No, if 1 am to be saved it is 
not as a prince, but as a sinner."—From The Pres- 
byterian Record. Sent by Mrs. Malcolm Mackay, 
oderich, Ont., Can. 


Our tanceship.— Who ari thou, Lord? 
(v. 5.) hen Mark Twain was in Berlin he re- 
ceived an invitation asking him to call upon the 
Kaiser. ‘* Why, papa,” exclaimed his little daugh- 


ter, after contemplating the missive for a moment in 
speechless awe, ‘if it keeps on this way there won't 
be anybody left for you to get acquainted with but 
God.” An amusing remark; but in saddest serious- 
ness how many there are who have a wide circle of 
acquaintance and yet have never come to know Him 
whom to know aright is life eternal.—From the Auto- 
biography Z Mark Twain. Sent by Frederick 
Hall, Dundee, lll. 

Not a Candidate.—// is hard for thee to kick against 
the — (v. 5, A. V.). A foreigner who visited 
the United States recently was much impressed with 
our democratic spirit. One day, while chatting with 
an American at the window of his hotel, he exclaimed, 
‘* What a wonderful country! You tell me that birth 
and family count for nothing?” ‘* Nothing at all,” 
replied the American. ‘‘And that man out there, I 
suppose,” continued the visitor, pointing to a laborer 
who was sweeping the street, ‘‘ might be marie of 
this city some day, or even Président of the United 
Stutes?” The American glanced out of the window 
and shook his head. ‘ No,” he said'decidedly, ** that 
man could not.” ‘‘He couldn't?” asked the for. 
pr, vend in surprise. ‘* Why is he so different from the 
others?” ‘Keep your eye on him and see if you 
can’t tell for yourself,” said’ his companion with a 


smile. The visitor gazed at the street-sweeper for a 
minute. ‘I give it up,” he said at length, ‘‘ why is 
it?” ‘I will tell you,” replied the American; ‘* that 


man is sweeping against the wind.” It the man 
had swept in the other direction the wind would have 
done one-half his work.— From *‘ A Junior Congre- 
gation,” by James M. Farrar, D.D. Sent by Mrs, 
William H. Best, Brooklyn, N. Y. 'The prize for 
this week is awarded to this illustration. (2) 


Prayer Music.—Behold, he prayeth (v. 11). Dr. 
Prime of New York, in his beautiful book entitled 
‘*Around the World,” describes a mausoleum in 
India which it took twenty thousand men twenty- 
two years to build, and he says, ‘‘ Standing in that 
mausoleum, and uttering a word, it echoed back from 
a height of one hundred and fifty feet; rot an ordi- 
nary echo, but a prolonged music, as though there 
were angels hovering in the air.” And every word 
of earnest prayer we utter has an echo, not from the 
marble cupola of an earthly mausoleum, but from the 
heart of God, and from the wings of angels as they 
hover, crying, ‘‘ Behold, he prayeth.”"—From Dr. 
Talmage in The Christian Herald. Sent by /j. A. 
Clark, Greetland, Halifax, Eng. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


ge yet breathing threatening and slaughter 
(v. 1). During the early days of the American 
Mission in Egypt, a Coptic Christian one day 
offered a gem A (the late Rev. Dr. Hogg) a 
rotten egg, saying that according to the Bible trom 
which he was always preaching a man should eat 
whatever was set before him, asking no questions. 
When the missionary replied that he was not then 
Pages hospitality, the Copt threw the egg in his 
face, and his wife at the same moment flung a dead 
and rotting cat at his head. The missionary knelt 
down amid the crowd of onlookers and prayed for 
the Lord's own grace that he might bear the affront 
without anger, seeing that they knew not what they 
did. The man and his wife became the first Protest- 
ant converts in that city. Saul must have met with 
many similar Christ-like returns to his acts of cru- 
elty, and these would form the pricks of conscience 
that for a time drove him to increased persecution. 
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Any that were of the Way fr 2). The Jews 
divided religion into two : Haggéda, doctriuve, 
creed, and Aa/akha, walk or way, conduct. The 
first eee mark of the disciples was that of the 
Way: afterwards at Antioch came the Faith dis- 
ti n, the name Christians, The same prominence 
was given to character and conduct when our Lord 
said, ‘I am the Way, the truth, and the life.” (1) | 
The street which is called Straight (v. 11). The 
streets of an Oriental town like Damascus were 
narrow and winding lanes, flanked on each side by 
the dead walls of houses, of which the windows on 
the ground floor only faced inward toward the open 
court, around which the house was built. Any street 
departing from the usual condition of curves and 
angles would naturally receive such a name, At the 
time of Paul's visit Straight Street was a broad 
chariot road with a colonnade of marble pillars on 
each side of it. Between the row of pillars and the 
houses on each side was a pavement for foot passen- 
gers. The present traffic street is only one of the 
side paths, but the masonry of the large central gate 
and of the two side gates is seen in the city wall 
where Straight Street terminated. The remains of 
a similar central street is seen in the ruins of Ephesus, 
as characteristic of Graeco-Roman cities, 
ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. , 


% 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


QME of the cities associated with Paul’s career 
are to-day only heaps of ruins, Others are quite 
as big and busy centers of life and business as 

they were in-his day. Damascus, for example, was 
an old; old town when Paul went there. e had 
read about it in various books of the Old Testament, 
just as we have, only he read Hebrew instead of 

nglish. The very street where Paul's friends found 














a lodging for him (Acts 9: 11) exists to-day. With 
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MAP PATENT Ne. 566,568 GY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 


the help of a stereograph we may see it for our- 
selves. 

A narrow way it is, in which two wagons could 
barely pass each other. No side-walks, ‘The uneven 
oblong paving-stones are trodden alike by pedestri- 
ans, donkeys, horses, and camels. Stone buildings 
two and three stories high border the way almost 
continuously on both sides. A few rods ahead the 
roadway is spanned by a long, curving roof, to give 
protection against the fierce heat of the sun, ‘The 
men we meet here in the open street all have their 
heads carefully protected by caps or by turbans. 
(Nobody in Oriental lands goes about bare-headed, 
as imaginative artists have pictured them !) 

Of course no individual house here can be as old 
as Paul’s time, but we may feel sure of the identity 
of the street. Over some pavement like this he was 
led, too blind to see his way, too dazed by the tremen- 
dous vision to know just how he was being guided. 

Afterward, while he was doing his first valorous 
work for the Master (Acts 9 : 20-25) he must have 
walked through here many and many a time. Thisis 
one of the city’s main business thoroughfares, and it 
leads to the distinctively Jewish section of Damascus, 
where his countrymen may have had their homes. 

The stercozraph to be used is called ** Buildings 
and traffic to-day on the street called Straight ; Da- 


‘Mascus.” 


‘The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson for the week. ‘The use of the 
stereograph will be found a most practical help in making 
thelesson places rea/, Forty-four places will be visited and 
described in 1916; the forty-four stereographs cost $7.33, and 
if all are ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case 
is given free. Eleven places are to be visited and described 
with the lessons of this second quarter ; cost $1.84. ‘Ihe five 
for April alone 84 cents. (Less than five in one order cost 20 
cents each.) Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Postage or ex- 
—_ is prepaid on all orders for stereographs or stereoscopes. 

ntern slides of the same scenes can a obtained. Plain 
slides, 50 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 55 cents ; colored, $1.10. 
In orders for twenty-five or more at one time prices are: 
plain slides, 40 cents each ; sepia, 45 cents ; colored, $1.00. 
Address The Sunday School ‘Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Brain Exhaustion 


‘is due to severe mental strain which 
has consumed certain elements in- 
dispensable to the biain. Strengthen 
the brain cells, with the phosphates, 
offered in an agreeable form in 


HORSFORD’S 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoh 


i Keep a bottle in your home B 


—=—=—=—=—=—=—=———$—— ESE 
EK lai os gra school 1 SCHOOL 
a school, and o on toe or three of them! Each de- 
partment has its own officers, teachers and pupils, and 
needs. a small, loggpensive secretary's record book. 
Our new “No. N ” is just such a book—made espe- 
cially to meét this need and to also capes of small 

hools which afford a Taser than is 
needed... ‘I'he price of ** No. ba hare 7 boon? oly 
cents pos . ‘Money d not satisfied. 
Midigs "PUBLISHING CO-." Indlanapol 











From thé Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
if any of us have wrong heart-purposes toward 


thee to-day, we. pray that thon wilt break in | 


upon them and turn us toward t in any way 
that seemeth good unto thee. If we have not 
knowa thee in thy love and power, change us 
by thy miracle of grace from ignorant and per- 
verse hinderers of thy Gospel to messengers of 
the life that is the light of the world. In thy 
dear name we pray. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Did you notice that 
.. little word ** yet?'.in the first few words of 
the lesson? Before that word was a history 
of fine schooling and high citizenship, and 
the dignity of a mind trained to think and to 
have convictions, right or wrong. Before 
that word there is ae the story of fierce 
persecution of Christians by this mau Saul. 
After that word the persecutions are planned 
and the spirit is the same, and the furious 
hatred against the Christians burns yet in 
Saul’s heart. But after that word comes 
also a great change in Saul,—the breaking 
down of his pride; the flood of new light 
pouring in upon his soul; the vision of the 
Lord Jesus, with a humility that he had.never 
known before, and consecration to the very 
one to whom he had rendered only persecu- 
ion, 

Iiave any of us here been resting in the 
strength of our own training in the things of 
the mind, and have had no great use for the 
Lord Jesus? There are some here who be- 
gan that way, perhaps, but who have had 
somewhere along the road a vision of him, 
and they, too, have given themselves to him 
in quiet, trustful, self-denying humility, 
ready to go where he will send them, 

let me put this very simple message on 
the board : 








PRIDE SELF-DENIAL 
PERSECUTION SERVICE 


AM | READY ALSO? 


FROM 











PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Depth of mercy ! can there be?” 

* | am coming home." 

* I know not why God's wondrous grace."’ 
‘ I've wander:d far away from God."’ 

* Just as [ am, without one plea.”’ 

** Rock of Ages, cleft for me."’ 

** There's a wideness in God's mercy.”’ 

“* Though your sius be as scarlet."’ 


‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
salm book ‘ Bible Songs.”’) 


Psalm 95 : 6-11 (192 : 1. 2). 
Psalm 119 : 169-176 (260 : 1, 3, 5. 6) 
Psalm 19 : 7-14 (35 : 1. 4, 5). 





Psalm 5t : 9-18 (107 : 1-3). 
Psalm 12r : 1-8 (263: 1, 2). 

| 

~ 

Method books you need in Sunday-school 
work.are listed in the Zimes’ book catalog. | 


! 
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| Department Helps 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE to TEACHERS.—In my Bible 235 
pages.are devoted to the New Testa- 
ment. The Gospels fill 105 pages, 

‘The life and letters of Paul need 87 pages, 
leaving only 43 pages to other parts, - 

Eight chapters of the Acts of the Apostles 
are considered this quarter, beginning with 
Saul’s Conversion and continuing his life 
and work through his first missionary journey 
with Barnabas and part of his second journey 
with Silas. Seven liessons are devoted to 
Paul and four to Peter’s work. A temper- 
ance lesson and a review make up the 
Quarter’s lessons. Mostof these arein con- 
crete, story form. Remember that in choos- 
ing material every Primary teacher should 
be guided by the needs of the children. 

Lesson Teaching.—Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners (Golden Text). 

Introduction.—Before Jesus was born the 
angel said, ‘*‘I'hou shalt call his name Jesus, 
for he shall save his people from their sins,”’ 

To-day’s stozy tells how Christ Jesus saved 
Paul from his sins, At first his name was 
called Saul. 

Review.—Saul was a wise man, but he did 








not love the Christians. He consented to 
Stephen’s death and stood near, watching 
the clothing of the men who stoned him. 

He wanted to punish more of the Chris- 
tians. So he hunted for them in their houses 
in Jerusalem to arrest them and put them in 
prison. Many were afraid and moved to 
other cities. Some went as faras Damascus. 


This Week's Lesson Story.—Saul didn’t 
want the story of Jesus to spread. So he 
asked the high priest in Jerusalem for per- 
mission to go to Damascus with a letter al- 
lowing him to hunt Christians, bind them 
with chains, and bring them back. 

The high priest gave permission. So Saul 
started with companions on the long journey. 
Near Damascus, at noon, a bright light as 
quick as lightning flashed from the sky and 
blinded Saul so that he fell to the ground. 
All were frightened. Saul heard a voice, 
**Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” 
Saul asked, ‘‘ Who art thou, Lord?”’ The 
answer came, ‘‘I am Jesus whom thou per- 
secutest.’’ Saul trembled and asked, ‘‘ Lord, 
what will you have metodo?’’ The answer 
came, ** Arise. Go to the city; there it 
shall be told you what to do.’’ 

When Saul got up and opened his eyes he 
could not see. His friends led him by the 
hand to Damascus to a house on Straight 
street. Three days went by. He could not 
see, neither did he eat nor drink. His time 
was spent in fasting and prayer. 

God heard his prayer. He sent Ananias 
to help him, This Ananias was a good 





Those Famous Texas Lesson Questions 





ERE is a plan that helped to increase 
the lesson-study in a typical Sunday- 
school 500 percent. The Superin- 

tendent, W. V. Long, of El Paso, Texas, 
told the story in The Sunday School Times 
of January 29, 1916; a striking sequel is 

iven in Notes on Open Letters on page 178 
in this issue ; and now the plan is ready for 
your class and your school, as 


The Times Question Quarterly for Pupils 


These question books give the date, num- 
ber, title, Golden Text, and Scripture refer- 
ence of each lesson, du¢ no text, For the 
text pupils must use their Bibles, and famili- 
arity with their.Bibles is thus the first advan- 
tage of this plan. Nearly all of our pupils 
in the Texas Sunday-school can turn imme- 
diately to any of the books they have been 
studying the past year, 

Following the title, Golden Text, etc., 
come two sets of questions on the lesson. 
The first set (usually about seven in number) 
is intended to cover the ‘‘story’’ of the les- 
son. Each pupil is required to answer this 
first set of quéstions iz writing, using blank 
space provided for the purpose on each page. 
The leaf is perforated. ‘Ihe pupil tears it 
out and brings-it to Sunday-schoo! with him. 

A second set of questions follows, contain- 
ing additional work for the older pupils, but 
written work is not required on this set. 

Certain simple ruses are followed in pre- 
paring these questions. For the first set it 
is required ; (1) that no opinions be asked of 


| the pupils, and that the questions shall be 
| confined to drawing out the lesson story ; 
| (2) only. such questions are asked as may be 


readily answered from the Scriptures—prefer- 
ably from the lesson text for the day,—and if 
the answer is not found in the lesson text, 
then the proper Scripture reference is given ; 
(3) questions must be asked in such manner 
that the youngest pupil will understand. 

For the second set it is required: (1) the 
questions shall throw additional light on the 
lessons, and that the pupils shall be led to 
familiarity with their Bibles and with the use 
of the marginal references, subject index, list 
of proper names, maps, and concordance as 
usually found in the average reference Bible, 
thus teaching them how to study their Bibles ; 
(2) they are frequently requested to read 
other passages which may contain interest- 
ing co-related stories, to increase their in- 
terest in the Bible and to lead them to a 
more extensive reading of it as a matter of 
pleasure; (3) questions drawing out their 
opinions are asked occasionally. 

These, questions are not intended to teach 
the lesson. They are intended to lead tie 
pupils in preliminary study and prepare them 
for the work of the teacher. 

The following. current set shows the in- 





viting character of the questions, which will 
not ordinarily be run in The Sunday School 
Times, but will be published exclusively in 
the new Times Quarterly. 


April 2, 1916 Lesson I 
PEE RATE. WP. kccssdccactsccnic yes Class No..,..... 


1. Who ‘stood by and consented to the 
stoning of Stephen? (Acts 8: 1.) 


2. What did he begin to do? (Acts 8 : 3.) 
3. Where was he going in our lésson for to- 
day? For what purpose ? 
4. What did he see onthe way? What did 
he hear ? 
5. How did he go the remainder of the way 
to. Damascus? 
6. Who came to see him in Damascus? 
7- What didhe tell Saul? 
8. What then happened to Saul? 
9g. What did Saul do in verse 18? 
10. How did Saul leave Damascus? Why? 





a. At what time did Saul see the vision and 
the others see the light ? (Acts 26: 13.) 

6.. Why did the Lord do such wonderful 
things to convert one man ? 

¢. How long were the ‘* many days ”’ (v. 23), 
and what had Saul been doing in ‘the 
meantime? (Gal. 1: 17, 18.) 

@. Who else, at a different time, escaped the 
same way as Saul escaped from Da- 
mascus? (Josh. 2: 1-3, 15; 1 Sam. 
19 : 10-12.) 

e. What does 
mean ? 

jf. What was Saul before his conversion ? 
What did he become after his conver- 
sion ? 

g. Make the following contrasts : 

Saul—As he expected to enter Damas- 
cus vs. as he did enter. 

As he expected to leave Damascus vs. 
as he did leave. 

What he had planned to do to Ananias 
vs. what Ananias did for him. 

How he expected to be received at 
Jerusalem vs. how he was received. 

hk. What did Jesus say about conversion ? 
(Matt. 18 : 3.) 

. In what way are we to become as little 
chiliren, and in what way are we to be 
as men instead of as little children ? 
(1 Cor, 14 : 20.) 


the word ‘** conversion ’’ 


s. 


The Times Question Quarterly for Pupils, 
for the Second Quarter of 1916, each per- 
forated sheet containing two sets of questions 
on the lesson, as shown above, with half 
a page or more blank for written answers, 
may be ordered at 10 cents per quarterly 
booklet, postpaid, or 40 cents a year, from 
The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


SO > CII en 


MARCH 18, 1916 


| Christian—not like the other who kept back 
part of the money and told lies about it. 

In_ a vision the said, ** Ananias, go 
to Straight street to Judas’ house and ask 
for a man named Saul, He is there praying. 
He needs you.”’ meets 

Ananias was afraid to go and said, ** 

I know how much evil Saul has done to 
Christians in Jerusalem. He has come here 
to arrest all who call on your name.”’ 

Then the Lord said, ‘‘Go; I have chosen 
Saul to tell the story of Jesus to many people, 
even kings. He, too, must suffer many 
things for me.’’. | 

Ananias went and found Saul. He said, 
** Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who spoke 
to you on your journey, sent me to help you 
to receive your sight, also the.power of 
God’s Holy Spirit to help you to work for 
him.”’ 

Saul received his sight. He arose and was 
baptized as a Christian, and was just as ready 
to work for Jesus.as Peter, John, and Philip. 

Instead of a i disciples, Saul 
stayed with them in Damascus, and even 

reached in their synagogues the story of 
esus. 

All who heard him were surprised and 
asked about him (vs. 21, 22). Some planned 
to kill him, and watched the. city. gates day 
and night. Some friends let Saul down by 
the city wall in a basket. So he escaped and 
went back to Jerusalem and wanted to join 
the church there. : 

People were afraid of him because he had 
been so cruel. Barnabas was his friend. 
He went with Saul and told the whole story 
to the apostles of how Saul was converted 
and his life changed. ‘Then they received 
him and let him speak. : 

Was it any wonder that Saul said, ‘* Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of 
whom I am chief ’’ ? 


Expression.—Some older Primary chil- 
dren may express desire to become mem- 
, bers of the church. Remember that God 
| called Samuel when a child and that Samuel 
| responded. 
| Hand-work—Let the older children write 

one wrong thing and, one right thing that 
Saul did. 
CHICAGO. 





% 
My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


.[]S IT possible for one to do wrong and 
believe she is doing right? Can you 
imagine circumstances in which persons 

might kill others and think they were doing 

God a favor? There lived a young man in 

the first century who sincerely thought this 

very thing. The young man was Saul, born 

in the city of Tarsus about A.D. 2. 

(Let assigned ap on Saul, Tarsus, 
etc., be answered by the girls as far as is 
possible. Christ said, ‘* Ye shall be my 
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in al] Judea 
and Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of 
the earth ’’ (1: 8). Our study so far in Acts 
has been of the witnessing in Jerusalem, 
This quarter we study of the witnessing 
abroad. To teach these lessons you must 
have a map. If you haven’t one and can’t 
buy one make your own, but 4ave one. A 
most convenient form is ‘‘ Arnold’s Chart of 
Paul’s Journeyings,’? The Sunday School 
Times Co., 20 cents.) ; 

Saul’s parents were strict Pharisees in 
belief, a family of distinction and wealth, 
‘Tarsus was one of the old university towns 
of the day. Paul grew up in this scholarly, 
refined atmosphere, Later he studied the 
law at Jerusalem under the great Jewish 
teacher Gamaliel (5 : 34; 22:3). Besides 
having an unusual education, Saul had a 
strong \ ‘ill and a deep religious nature ; he 
was eager to do right and follow God. (1) 

Saul had never seen Christ, and had heard 
of him only from Christ’s enemies. Saul 
was a Hebrew of the Hebrews (Phil. 3: 5), 
believing that the lowly Jesus of Nazareth 
who claimed to be the Messiah was.an im- 
postor misleading people. Saul felt that he 
owed it to God to wipe out this false sect 
which had arisen. So with others he went 
about killing and persecuting the Christians. 
But little concerning their slaughter and 
cruelty is recorded (26: 10, 11). Persecu- 
tion had the same effect upon Christianity as 
oil would have if used to put out fire (8 : 
1-4). (2) 

What was Saul about to do in to-day’s 
lesson? . ‘he more intelligent and moral 
a man is, controlled by Satan the more 
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LCSSON FOR APRIL 2 (Acts 9: 1-31) 


harm he does. It’s not the ‘* bad’? man 


- Saul must have been 
when he realized that the Christ of glory into 
whose face he was looking was none other 
than the Jesus of Nazareth whom he had 
spurned and hated. He says that he did it 
ignorantly and in unbelief. You can’t offer 
ignorance as your excuse for rejecting Christ. 

Two skeptics set out, one to disprove 
Christ’s resurrection, the other Paul’s con- 
version. After carefully searching the Bible 
they met for conference, each to find that 
the other had renounced his skepticism. 
That’s what God’s Word will do for you if 
you give it the chance (see John 20: 31). 

Saul never expected to meet Christ that 
day. ‘‘ You may.avoid the church, may 
avoid the Bible, you may avoid tian 

le, but you cannot avoid Jesus Christ.” 
One day he will meet you ‘‘ suddenly,” 
when you are least thinking of him and when 
you least expect to meet him. 

What question did Saul ask Christ? 
(v. 6 Auth. Ver.) This was a new question 

| for Saul to ask. Saul had been doing as Saul 
pleased, as Saul thought best, as all do who 

| are out of Christ. (4) 

When any young person asks this question 
of God he is upon the threshold of a new 
life. God can’t do anything with any of us 
until we say, ‘* Lord, here I am; I’m hand- 
ing myself over to thee.. I no longer belong 
to myself; I’m thy possession. hat wilt 
thou have me to do?’™"''' e 

What is Christ’s attitude toward one who 
thus surrenders herself? He bade Paul 
** Arise [get up out of the old existence, the 
old defeats, into a new life, new nga 
and Yl God always has something to do 
for those who will let him use them (v. 15). 

Saul doubtless would like to have known 
all that the future held for him. But God 
doesn’t unfold his life-plans for us all at 

}ence. How much of his plan did God reveal 

!to Saul? Saul didn’t let the indefiniteness 

| of the future keep him from taking the first 
step God bade him take. It’s no use to say 
‘¢ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”’ 
unless we are ready to do what Christ tells 
us. Saul began at once to ‘obey, trusting 
God for the future. 

When Saul opened his eyes to go on his 
way he could not see. God did not blind 
him for punishment, but presumably that he 
might have time to think and meditate, to be 
quiet and alone with God. God sometimes 
shuts us away from the outer world, perhaps 
on a bed of sickness, that we may have time 
for him. (§) 

God might have dealt directly and entirely 
himself with Saul, In carrying out his plans 
with people God chooses to use human in- 
strumentality. He lets us share with him. 
When God has a message to be carried, he 
knows upon whom he can depend to carry it. 
He knows all about us. He knows us each 
by name and in what street we'live (vs. 10, 
31). (6) 

Ananias began to offer God excuses, the 
very thing we so often do when God bids us 
go talk toa certain girl, We say, *‘It’s no 
use, Lord, she’s hopeless. It’s folly to ask 
her to accept Jesus Christ. She scoffs when 
we talk of church and Sunday-school.’’ 
How wise in Ananias to obey Christ rather 
than his own mistaken judgment! How 
happy it must have made Ananias as he 
watehed Paul in later years to realize that 
God had used him in Saul’s conversion. 

How little that Sunday-school teacher 
realized in that shoe store that day when he 
led that unattractive, unprecocious small 
boy to Christ that he would one day be the 
great Dwight L. Moody! One of our great 
men said he always tipped his hat to a 
small boy, for one never can tell what may 
be buttoned up beneath his jacket. We 
should despise no one to whom God sends 
us, She me be God?s vessel chosen to bear 
his truth to the ends of the earth (v. 15). 

As soon as Saul was converted, what did 
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he at once do? He *“right-about-faced ” in 
his course. He straightway 
Christ among the people who knew all about 
him, Not an easy thing to do, but the on 
thing to do. Satan will argue: Don’t tal 
about it. Let the home folks and friends find 
it out for themselves, At least wait a while. 
What does Romans 10 : 9-11 say about con- 
fessing Christ ? 

jound it hard to live down his past. 
It always is hard (see vs. 21-30). We can’t 
a ee that Saul had grown up from a 
c 


havea esus, scarcel the day 
he gave his = to him. "hen there would 


not have been the ugly scars of murder and 
crime upon him. t, blessed truth, our 
God is of such wondrous mercy that he can 
and does forgive the chiefest of sinners and 
transforms him into a life of usefulness and 
power (Isa. 1: 18; Eph. 2: 4-7). 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


Why are we sick? 

Why was Peter sent for? 

Why did Peter pray? 

What is the power of prayer? 

Why do not all have power in prayer ? 

Upon whom do you call when in need? 

n is life a success? 

What can our class of girls do for the 
needy? 

BrBLz INsTITvUTE, Los ANGELES, 


% 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


— OU remember when Stephen was 
killed by the mob,’’ began teacher, 
‘*a young man held the leaders’ 
coats and cheered them on.’’ 

We all nodded, and Bumps spoke the 
name, ‘‘ Saul.”’ 

“Teacher said that after this Saul persecuted 
the Christians something awful, putting men 
and women in jail, beating them up to make 
them go back on Christ, and when they 
wouldn’t voting for their death (26 : 10, 114). 

He called for Carl’s question on why Soul 
persecuted the Christians so, Car] said Saul 
thought. he ought to doit; he didn’t know 
any better (Acts 26 : 10;.1 Tim. 1 : 13). 

Mr. Mason brought out how Saul believed 
Jesus was an impostor who tried to fool the 
people, and that the story of his coming to 
ife again was a lie. But he thinks it was 
partly ambition that set Saul on so. Saul 

ad been studying law, you know. Teacher 
believes he had graduated just before this 
and rushed out to Stephen’s execution partly 
to help himself along in business. He was 
so active there that he became a kind of 
assistant prosecuting attorney (8 : 3), and 
after a while got elected to the Sanhedrin 
(26 : 10). {t) 

Fatty explained how there came to be 
Christians at Damascus. The members of 
the Jerusalem church had to run for their 
lives, but wherever they went they started 
other churches, and some of them went clear 
to Damascus. 

I showed Damascus on the map, about 
one hundred and fifty miles northeast of 
egy ong Teacher said the trip was about 
ike from here to Fort Wayne, and if they 
went on horseback would take three or four 
days. (2) 

He talked about who Saul took with him, 
probably some soldiers from the temple 
guards ; and what he would think about on 
that long journey. Teacher believes he 
thought about what a good man Stephen 
must have been to die that way praying for 
for his enemies, and Saul must have known 
he was on the wrong track. But he wouldn’t 

ive up. That’s why Jesus said it was hard 
or him to kick against the pricks (26 : 14). 

Next Bulldog was called on to tell how 
Saul got converted. (3) 

** Well,”? began Bulldog, ‘it was this 
a-way. They got about in sight of Damas- 
cus, and they was galloping along fast be- 


Cause it was dinner time (26 : 13), when all 


of a sudden such a terrible bright light 
struck them that they all fell off their 
horses, Then Jesus appeared to Saul and 
asked him what he meant by persecuting him 
so. When Saul found out who it was he 
pretty near fainted, but Jesus told him to go 
on to Damascus and wait further orders. (4) 

** When Saul picked himself up he found 
he couldn’t see anything. Of course the 
horses were galloping back to Jerusalem by 
that time, so they all had to hoof it into the 
city, the soldiers leading Saul like a blind 


| different kin 





man, They finally got to his friend’s house 
on t Street, where he had expected to 
sr t Saul was so flabbergasted that he 
didn’t want to talk or eat or-sleep or nothing, 
only sit and think and pray. ‘Then a Chris- 
tian Jew named Ananias came and prayed 
with him and Saul was converted. al. 
his sight back, was baptized, and was a 

tian ever after.’ (§) 

Teacher around the stereoscope 
with a picture of the street in Damascus? 
where took place, 
very straight today, and somebody had hunga 
clothesline right across it. But I can just 
imagine how the soldiers looked leading Saul 
up to some door along there. 

Teacher thinks when Saul became a Chris- 
tian, Judas, his host, kicked him out, and 
Ananias or some other Christian took him ia 
(9 : 19), so hé began to see what persecution 
was like right at the start. 

Bumps explained that this Ananias was a 
of man from the one who lied 
to God and dropped dead, and of course this 
was another Judas from thé one who be- 
trayed Jesus, but it’s queer about those two 
names, isn’t it? (6) 

Fred explained from Galatians 1: 11-18 
that Saul went off somewhere in Arabia; to 
pray and think. Then he came back to 
Damascus and nto preach. The Jews 
made him run for his life here, and then ‘he 
got chased out of Jerusalem. So he went 
back home to Tarsus, probably to tell his 
old father and mother about Jesus. (7) 

** What was it that changed Saul?’’ was 
Bert’s question. - He said he guessed it was 
seeing and hearing Jesus when he thought 
Jesus was dead for keeps. 

** Yes,” agreed teacher, ‘‘he saw that he 
was all wrong, and he had courage enough 


to turn about face, no matter what it cost. 


him.’? But that alone. wouldn’t have been 
enough. When he actually received Jesus 
as. his Saviour, a miracle at once happened: 
the Holy Spirit had-him *‘ born again’’ ; the 
actual life of God was formed in him; God 
joined. him literally..and. forever.to Christ. 

hat’s the miracle that happens tovevery one 
who accepts Jesus as Saviours: oy «1! 


Mr. Mason thinks one of: the:things Saul 


was studying about those three days was 
whether he: could: give wp ‘his’ bright pros- 
pects for wealth and honor as a Jew and bear 
all the hardships, poverty, and.. persecution 
of a Christian. He was man enough to do 
it, and look how he. became. the greatest 
apostle and missionary in the world, 

** Does everybody have to get converted 
like that?” asked Fatty. 

‘* Every one has to accept Christ and be- 
come his disciple,’ answered:teacher. ** We 
can’t save ourselves. But we can each 
come in our way. We don’t have to be 
knocked down, for we know about the risen 
Christ, and we can accept him before we 
have done such awful things as Saul did. 
Any boy who has not already. confessed his 
sins to God and taken Christ as his Saviour 
Ought to do so to-day,’’ 

Then he prayed that everyone. of us might 
be true Christians, and after class I saw him 
with his hand on Fatty’s shoulder, talking to 
him, Fatty’s the only one in our class that 
isn’t a Christian, you know. 


For next week Bert has to write a five- 
minute essay about the Armenian massacres. 
Carl is to tell what the missionaries may ex- 
pect when the war is over, judging by Acts 
9:31. The other questions are: 

What is a saint? (v. 32.) 

Locate and tell about Lydda and Joppa. 

Tell the story of Aineas, § 

Tell the story of ‘Tabitha, 

What is the best kind of a memorial ? 


Teaching Hints from Pucker 

Beginning. 

Review about Saul. 

Explanation. ’ 
Why did Saul persecute the Christians ? 
How came Christians to be at Damascus? 
How far was Damascus from Jerusalem? 

Map. 
How was Saul converted? Lesson picture. 
Was this Ananias the one who dtopped dead ? 
What did Saul do after his conversion? 


Application. 
What was it that changed Saul? 
Does everybody have to be converted this 
way? 
Try to reach your unsaved pupils through 
this lesson. 


TERRE HAvuTE, IND. 


2See “Visiting the Lesson Scenes,”’ page 187 in 
this issue. 


I wouldn’t call it, 














Compiled and edited by Homer A, 
Rodeheaver and Charlies H. Gabriel. The 
song book that is used exclusively in the 
great “Billy” Sunday es 

Cloth, $25.00; limp, § + manila, 
$15.00 per hundred, not prepaid, 

Single copies, cloth, B5e; limp, 25¢ 
manila, 20c, postpaid. Any quantity 
the 100 rate, not: prepaid. — 

,.. Bend for a copy,,for 15-dgy examina- 
tion, stating binding desired 3% 


For finé ch 
‘an exceedi 
for a copy 


}‘work this will be found 
ly ::useful' dolleétion. ‘' Send 
or ‘examinatien,.::,). °°! 


96 pages, full octavo size, finely printed 
on oa paper aaa Saptrents lly ‘bound. 
per copy, 14;°$4.50'per dozen, 


not - prepaid; 00 per 100, not prepaid: 
THE RODEHEAVER CO. 


1077 Monon Building + + CHICAGO 
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Easter Services 


Send 6 cents for Easter Packet containing 
Twe Services 


THE RESURRECTION 
HAIL HIS NAME 


also circulars of Easter Envelopes and Collection 
elps, besides our 96-page 


EASTER CATALOGUE 
Send 30 cts. for 10 Complete Caster Services 
Send 75 cts. for 26 Complete Easter Services 


MacCalla & Co., Inc. rife 20S, 

















e VICTORY 


is one of the many attractive services for 
EAST E R which we send on request 
to Pastors, 5. S. Superin- 
tendents, or Chairmen of Music Committees, 
in our big FREE SAMPLE OUTFIT. 
New York 


Ask for it today. 
Tullar-Meredith C0. i'w. Watninsron so. Chicees 


265 W. th St, - 
FREE EASTER MUSIC 


NEW SERVICES SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
Send 10 cents in stamps for one of each. Samples 
free to Superintendents, Pastors, Committees. 


Easter Helper Ne. 2. 22 <*e- A Book of Exer- 


cises, Recitations, etc. 

A new Song Story for Easter, by Adam 
Judith. Geibel. Send 10 cunts for one copy. 
New Sacred Music—Alt Kinds. Send for Catalogue. 


Hall-Mack Co. ) 1018-20 Arch Street, Phila., Pa. 
Adam Geibel Co. j Agency, 4258. Wabash, Chicago 


LEARN MUSIC 
AT HOME! 


SPECIAL OFFER asy Pree—Piano, 


, Violin, Banjo, Man- 
dolin, Guitar, Cornet, Harp, Cello, or to sing. You 
pay only for music and postage—winch is small. No 
extras. Beginners or advanced pupils. Plain, simple 
systematic. 16 years success. Start at once. Send 
your name and get free booklet by return mail. Ad« 
dress U. S. School of Music, Box 83 B, 225 Sth 
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For Family Worship 


_ By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp — 





me from one of our readers who has 

seen the letter from our Canadian 
correspondent. It is so good I think it worth 
while passing on. The home of our friend 
is made up of father, mother, and two girls, 
one very young. The father is a church- 
member and also a member of the Sunday- 
school, but does not see the need of family 
worship. Not to lose the unspeakable bless- 
ing which such can bring to the home, the 
mother and two children have worship at 
the noon hour, The plan followed is very 
simple, but most helpful. The Scripture 
lesson is read alternately and the verse which 
most appeals to the little group committed to 


A MOST excellent suggestion has reached 





Before investing elsewhere, investigate 


WHEN FACE TO FACE | THE LIFE ANNUITY BONDS 


sy the of investment, every Christian 
& two 6) desires ; i : i ; 
8. Te insure bile for life. j as by aber toe Bible Institute, which yield 
2. ‘lo enable his means to help promote the 
cause he loves. eatures of the Bonds 
Both of these desires are fulfilled in the High rate. Sound security. 
Non-taxable. Permanent income. 


Issued on one or more lives. 


Features cf the Work 
International §Undenominational. 
Practical. ‘Training free. 

For rates and particulars, address 
THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
. Chicago, Ul. 


LIFE ANNUITY BONDS 


issued by the M Bible Institute of Chicago, 


on which it to 10 cent throu nt 

the lifetime e the annciiant. bs 

For particulars and vate at your age, address 
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The Boys’ Companion 
A Boy's Paper at o Boy's Price; Only 25 cents for one year. (Monthly) 


ms A Real Boys’ Magazine, with more departments of interest than any other boys’ paper. 
e pages of clean, tascinating stories and special articles, in addition to our 12 

fegular epartments— Wireless and Electrical, Aeroplane Model Builder, Hunting, 
rapping and Fishing, Farming and Gardening, Athletics, Fun and Magic, Photog- 
raphy, How Boys Make Money, Stamps and Coins, Poster Stamps and Amateur Jour- 
nalism. ‘lhe best Boys’ paper in the country. Lots ictures. One number may 
enable you to make many times the small subscription price. 


25 cents at once for one'year’s subscription and we will send 0 
tite View Posterettes Pree: Six moatha 15 conte} Fema pantie tor j pots 
BOYS’ COMPANION, - ~- 1135 The Temple, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
‘ ‘Boys’ Companion the Official Organ of the Anti-Cigarette League of America 
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These Books Will Help You 
to Make it the Best Year Yet 


The Acts, seven Epistles and Revelation will be studied in the Uniform 
Lessons during 1916. The following books will be most suggestive in 
gaining a mastery of the Gospel message. Why not-take a step forward 
in this year's lesson preparation ? 




















The Apostles as Everyday Men 


By PRESIDENT ROBERT ELLIS THOMPSON, $.T.D. Do you know how 
each of the Twelve Apostles lived—and died? President Thompson 

pictures them as real men, with their. weaknesses and their noble 
| characteristics sympathetically set forth, He devotes a chapter to 

each of the six pairs of Apostles, and a chapter to what is known 
outside the New Testament about their life and death. This little 
book is a graphic, vivid character study, and an invaluable reference 
manual in Bible study. 50 cents, postpaid. 


Pictures of the Apostolic Church 


By Sr WILLIAM M, Ramsay. The greatest living master of the his- 
tory of Asia Minor and of the life of Paul has poured the wealth of 
his litetime studies into this work. The book is a simple, popular, 
but richly revealing series of word-pictures which set forth the life, 
conditions, events and character of the early Christian Church as 
given in the Acts and certain of the Epistles. JS7.50, postpaid. 


A Chart of Paul’s Journeyings 


By C. E. ARNOLD, A.M. This popular little chart is printed on 
map paper, folding within stiff cloth covers, size 6%x3 inches, 
suitable for carrying in the -pocket.. .It contains five simple outline 
maps, showing the period of preparation, the first, second and third 
journeys, and the voyage to Rome, with Scripture references and dates 
in parallel columns. 20 cents, postpaid. 
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y each day, and at the end of the 
week these are all reviewed. ‘Ihe season of 
prayer has proved itself most precious, and 
many gracious answers to prayer have been 
granted. Each keeps a blank-book, in 
which the names of persons to be prayed for 
are entered and things desired noted. ‘These 
are presented in prayer, and if all cannot be 
overtaken at one time the list is taken up the 
next day and resumed at the place left off 
the day before. Our friend is very enthu- 
siastic over this season of family devotion, 
and takes pleasure in granting fellow-readers 
a peep into the method of approach by this 
family to the Father of our spirits. 





March 27 to April 2 


Mon.—Acts 9: 1-9. Vision of Jesus. 

‘To those accampanying Saul the vision 
was simply an’ extraordinary light that was 
seen; to him, however, it was the appearing 
of Jesus Christ,—more than a vision, for he 
ranks it, when writing to the Corinthians 
(1 Cor. 15 : 8) as the last of the appearances 
of the risen Saviour. It was Christ in the 
vesture of his glorified humanity. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for those 
who once knew the Lord, but who have been 
led back to the life of folly and sin, Pray 
for any backsliders who may be in your own 
immediate circle of friends. Seek earnestly 
their restoration and complete establishment 
in the truth, 


Tues.—Acts 9: 10-19. Conversion of Saul. 

In after years Paul never ceased to mag- 
nify the astonishing grace of God that turned 
him, a violent enemy of the Gospel, to be its 
bearer (Gal. 1: 13, 14). His conversion, 
which was sudden, swift, and startling, may 
be looked upon as one of the greatest tri- 
umphs of Christianity when judged in the 
light of its far-reaching effects. 

PRAYER .SUGGESTIONS : Pray for strength 
over temptation which may come to-day in 
many and various forms. Guard the lips 
against prevarication, exaggeration, and 
misrepresentation. Letus pray to be truth- 
ful in all our dealings with each other, re- 
membering there is no such thing as a 
** white lie.”’ 


Wed.—Acts 9: 20-31. Effective Preaching. 
The early impulse of Paul was to make 
Christ known, hence we read that straight- 
way in the synagogues he proclaimed Jesus 
‘*that he was the Son of God.’’ Such 
preaching caused consternation, leading to 
Jewish opposition, hate, and determined per- 
secution, The faithful preaching of Christ 
still stirs up the animosity of unbelievers. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Should we not 
pray that God would raise up a race of 
fearless preachers who will not be afraid of 
the face of man, but will declare with no 


| uncertain sound the whole counsel of God? 
| Some might oppose, others persecute, but God 
| would bless the truth to thousands, 


Thurs.—1_Tim. 1: 12-17. 
Called to be an Apostle. 

How Paul magnified the grace ot God in 
his election to the apostleship! There is no 
doubt as to his ordination. The “‘ putting 
me into the ministry’ was the act of Jesus 
Christ, There would be fewer failures in 
our modern ministry if the men in it were all 
assured of their divine call. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Let us take Cen- 
tral Asia on our hearts to-day. This in- 
cludes Afghanistan, Chinese . Turkestan, 
Bokhara, Khiva, Russian Turkestan, the 
Trans-Caspian province; together with the 
Steppes and Tibet, Islam has spread over 
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all this region with the exception of Tibet, 
and dominates the heart of Asia socially, 
intellectually, and spiritually. The popu- 
lation is over twenty millions, 


Fri.—Gal, 1: 11-17. - Source of Paul’s Gospel. 
‘*The, gospel... came to me through 
revelation.’”? In the deserts of Arabia he 
had made known to him the details and the 
bearings of that revelation of which he had 
been put in possession, Every preacher 
ought to be able to say as Paul said in an- 
another connection: *I received of the 
Lord that which also I delivered unto you.’’ 


AYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for all in 
training for the Christian ministry. For 
the students of our theological seminaries 
and of the great universities of the land; 
forall students of Bible institutesand train- 
ing schools, It ts said that not more than 
Jive percent of students ever attend church, 
and many of them students for the ministry. 


Set.—John 3: 1-13. Agent of Conversion. 

The Spirit of God is sovereign. He 
touches whom he will and calls such to him- 
self. Bunyan the tinker, Carey the shoe- 
maker, and Whitefield the pot-boy. Man is 
as helpless to save another as he is to save 
himself. Conversion is a distinct ‘work of 
the Spirit. It is his prerogative. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : J¢ is estimated that 
there are five hundred millions of nominal 
Christians in the world, and many of them 
are living in worse than heathen darkness, 
The formality, wor/dliness, ungodliness, and 
indifference to God’s service are truly awful. 
Prav that the Spirit of God may touch the 
lives of all such and inspire to true conse- 
cration, 


Sun.—2 Cor. 5: 14-21. A New Creature. 

The believer’s position is that of being 
‘sin Christ,’? and his character is that of a 
**new creature.”?’ He has a new name, a 
new outlook, new hopes, new ambitions, 
new joys: behold a// things become new. 
So thorough is the work of regeneration that 
it is nothing short of a new creation. 

PRAYER SuGGesTIONS: Left us rejoice in 
the circulation of the Bible in all languages, 
and pray that the Bible may receive an hon- 
est reading. Think of the numbers of Bibles 
being read to-day from the pulpits of ou? 
churches and in the homes. Let every men- 
tion of the Word of God quicken us to in- 
tercesston, 


New York CIty, 
. 4 


One of the largest Sunday-schools tn the 
United States is linking yup the home life of 
the neighborhood with the work of the school. 
Frank L. Brown, the superintendent of the 
great Bushwick Avenue Methodist Sunday- 
school in Brooklyn, will tell you the secret in 
his book, ** The Sunday School and The 
Home.”’ Price twenty-five .cents, postpaid, 
from The Sunday School Times Company, 
1074 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 2 (Acts 9:1 to 32) 


Yes—451 souls were won for that 


ae * 


It was done in two weeks. es 

It’s a true story ‘that ‘thrills _you 
with fhe Gobet ud ies Sealey 

It wasn’t a Billy Sunday campaign. 

It happened less than two years ago. 

_The pastor will teli you all about it 
in a great Evangelism Number of The 
Sunday School Times of March 25. 

——_—_—_ 


Petet—ot the Twentieth Century, 
not the First—has reached practically 
his entire Belgian regiment with the 
Gospel. 

Now he has organized his purpose 
to bring Life to men before they go 
down into death. 


An American girl, Mrs. Ralph C. 
Norton, will tell you the story in the 
Times’ coming Evangelism Number. 

—_—____ ae 

Are you posted on Decision: Day 
methods, cards, helps—so that your 
Sunday-school may do the greatest 
The Evangelism 


————SS___ 

A ten-year-old boy, passing a home, 
heard some strangely beautiful music. 
He sought out the pianist, and was 
rudely told to go away. 

He went away —to write, later, 
some of the greatest Gospel songs of 
our land. ‘‘Let the lower lights be 
burning,’’ ‘‘Almost persuaded,’’ 
‘* What shall the harvest be ?’’ ‘Only 
an armor bearer,’’—do you know his 
His life-story will be told in 
the Times’ Evangelism Number. 

eee end 

Baltimore has had a Peciusid Work 
Week. 


The ushers and secretaries for the 
Billy Sunday Campaign studied per- 
sonal soul-winning under a man whose 
name is known by thousands. 

A blizzard failed to keep them away. 


The story of that week will be told 
in the ‘Times’ Evangelism Number. 


Have you been surprised at the 
way The Sunday School Times keeps 
bringing fresh and: vital things to you, 
week after week, all the year round ? 


But that is its business—the King’s 
Business. 

Are you doing your share of the 
King’s Business by getting into the 
lives of your friends the blessings that 
the Times gives you? 

How many of your friends are 
taking The Sunday School Times be- 
cause you told. them they musf? 

You can begin to-day. Just send 
us on a postal the names and ad- 
dresses of as many of your friends as 
you believe ought to have the paper, 
and we will gladly send them a free 
specimen copy. 

Then write or ’phone them that you 
have done this, and say that they 
can have the. Times six months for 
50 cents, or three months for 25 cents. 

Or why not send the Times as your 
gift to a few special friends, every 
week for 3 months at 25 cents each? 

Share your blessings to-day. 


THE Sunpay ScHOOL Times. Co. 
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| (Children at Home 


A Dog Who Knew One Rule 
By Frederick Hall 
A Toggles Story 


HE minute Toggles caught sight of the 
T long box in the end wet wagon, he 
rushed into the house shouting, ‘‘ The 
new croquet set has come,’’ and gra 
put on his hat and came out to help set it 
up. There was a fine place, just to the 
right of the driveway as one comes out of 
the carriage-house. Grandpa measured the 
ground and told Toggles where to set the 
stakes and Toggles drove them in with one 
of the mallets, They figured out from the 
diagram just where the arches must be and 
these they Gid not have to drive, the ground 
was so soft they could just press them into 
the green turf, Then each chose his color 
of ball and mallet and they began to play. 
Now, it takes practise to play croquet well 
and Toggles had never had any practise, and 
grandpa had had a great deal, though it had 
been long ago ; so from the very first grandpa 
was ahead. ‘loggles ought to have known 
that of course he would be, and he ought not 
to have minded, but somehow he did. 
**] think I can make my ball go better 
if I just push it,’’ he said once. 
** Maybe,” said grandpa, ‘‘but that is 
against the rules,”’ 
‘*7 don’t like that rule,’ said Toggles. 
Once Toggles struck with the side of his 
mallet. 


** Why did you do it that way?’’ asked | 


grandpa. 

‘*T like it better.’ 

** But it’s against vee rules,”? 

**T don’t see,’’ exclaimed Toggles, ‘* why 
we have to have so many rules, They’re 
just a bother, Why, the last time I hit the 
ball my hand just slipped—it really ought 
not to have counted, Couldn’t we make 
our own rules and play it the way we want 
to? ’”’ 


Strange to say, grandpa did not seem to}: 


be enjoying the game very» well either, 
though he was ’way ahead. 

**1’m. afraid not,’’ he said, ‘it isn’t a 
very good plan to change rules, unless it is 
quite necessary. But Ill let you play with 
Kelpie—he knows only one rule.’’ 

*¢ But—Kelpie can’t play croquet !”” 

**No. He plays tug-of-war.” 

And, at grandpa’s whistle, Kelpie, the 
collie, came running for he knew that some- 
thing pleasant was going to happen. Grandpa 
brought from the barn a piece of old carpet 
and dusted it against a tree. 

‘Now, all the rule Kelpie knows,’’ he 
explained, ‘js just to get this away from 
you—if ite can. Are you ready?’”’ 

**Yes,’’ answered Toggles. He seized 
one edge of the carpet in both hands, Kel- 
pie seized the opposite edge in his teeth and 
the tugging ahd hauling began. Kelpie 
growled ferociously all the time, which made 
Toggles laugh, and then Kelpie growled all 
the harder (maybe he thought laughing was 
‘Toggles’ way of growling). Soon Toggles 
was panting, ‘*Oh, please stop a minute. 
I’m laughing so hard, I can’t—’’ 

The next moment Kelpie had jerked the 
carpet out of his hands, carried it off a 
couple of rods and romped back, his tail 
eagerly asking another game. 

‘*That wasn’t fair, ”» said Toggles. ‘I 
was laughing so—’ 

**Oh, yes, it was fair,’? said grandpa, 
- Kelpie, remember, doesn’t know but one 
rule and he kept that.’’ 

‘He won’t beat me this time,’’ said 
Toggles. 

But Kelpie did, though it was a hard pull. 
At the last minute Toggles tripped over one 
of the arches and again Kelpie was winner. 

‘* Was it fair that time?’’ he gasped. 

‘‘I’m afraid so,’’ answered grandpa, 
** there’s just the one rule, you know. 

Toggles did not say anything and, when 
he took hold of the carpet, he did not laugh 
but, my! how he did pull. At first, even 
then, Kelpie had the best of it. He dragged 
him across the Jawn and dodged in between 
the pump and the tub of water that always 
stood under its spout. There he was almost 
afraid he would have to let go or be tipped 
over into the water but, bracing against the 
pump, he finally managed to pull Kelpie 
back. Then Kelpie started jerking, all the 





while growling harder than ever, but Toggles 
came with the carpet, he never let go one 
second, 

Grandpa was watching with greatest ins 
terest. 

‘* Look out 1’ he'called once, but it was 
too late, Over rolled Toggles—he 
stepped on a croquet ball—but with clencl 
teeth he still held on, A couple of yards 
Kelpie dragged him, Toggles flat on hie 
stomach, ‘then, with a mighty, effort, T 
sprang up, the carpet over his Snover 

elpie hung on a moment—his fore feet 
clear off the ground—then he let. go wd 
Te les had won, 

think, though,’* he panted, “that ra 
at not do any more—for a while, I'd 
rather play croquet—and I’!] keep the rules,”’ 

Grandpa‘ brushed -back the ‘hair from the 
hot little face. 

**I think,” he said, looking at the sun 
shining out ‘from between the barn and the 
corn-crib, #*I think: that grandma will -be 
ringing the bell very soon and you and I 

better go in and wash “P for supper.”’ 


' Dunpeg, ILL, 
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The Youed People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 


s 








Sunday, April 2, 1916 | 
The Consecration of Time. (Psa. go: 
1-17. Consecration meeting.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—~Youthful davs (Eccl. .12 : 1-7), 

‘TUES. —Consecrated days (Eph. 5 : 14-21). 
WED.—A motto for evéry day (1 Sam. 21 :8): 
‘THURS. —A consecrated day (Mark 11 : 1- 


Et). ee 
FRI.—'Time welt used (John 9 :.1-7). 
Sat.— Prayer-time (Acts 19: 1-8). 
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Why do our days’ ene’ to Gea | SUS 
How may we uée our evenings for God ? 
What is your idea of a.worthewhile day ? 


N ONE sense we Cannot conseciate ‘time.’ 
For time is not anything at all but an 
opportunity. “In another sense opportu- 

nities are the only things we can consecrate. 
We do it by the use we make of them, If 
we waste them or turn them to wrong ends 
we desectate them. If we conserve them 
and put good and true feeling and acts into 
them we consecrate them: 

< 


Have you ever looked up in the dictionary 
the real meaning and etymology of the words 
** consecrate ’’ and “desecrate ’’ ? 

<: 

The first essential thing in consecrating 
time is earnestness. If we are frivolous or 
careless the time has gone by past recall. 
And earnestness about time is just what is 
hard for us and as necessary as it is hard. 


“' Time is earnest, passing by, 
Death is earnest, drawing nigh, 
Sinner, wilt thou trifling be! 
Time and death appeal to thee. 


‘* Life is earnest. When it's o'er 
Thou returnest néver more, 
Soon to meet eternity, 
Canst thou never serious be ?."’ 


And the first thing that earnestness and 
seriousness in the use of time will require of 
us is the consecration of it vy, the doing of 
our duty. : : 


‘* Lose this. day ai Alaa bbe the. same 
story 
To-morrow—and the next more , dilatory’: 
When indecision brings its own delays, 
And days are lost lamenting o’er lost days. 
Are you in earnest ?: Seize this very mjnute— 
What you can do, or dream yau, can, begin 
it. : 
Courage has genius, power, and magic in it. 
Only engage, and then the mind grows 
heated— 
Begin it, and the work will be completed."’ 
% 


Jeremiah Evarts was a lawyer, and editor 
who left his law and paper to become the 
first treasurer and the second secretary of the 
American Board of Commissioners ‘for. For- 
eign Missions. His son, William:M. Evarts, 
became one of the greatest lawyers in Amer- 
ica. This was the way the father wrote to 


( Continued on next page) 








ne WILLIAMS PIANOS 


for homes and churches sent on 
AND ORGAN approval. Wooten: f prices and easy 
terms. Send for free aeOtwus hich—piano or or- 


‘gan. Williams Piano. e 0. Dept. Chicago 


CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furgiture Co., Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich 


POCONO MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 


Pocono Summit Sta. D. L. & W.R. R. 


Under Quaker management ; 1,800 feet above sea 
level; 800 acres; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains ; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths ; "exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling; 

ample garage ; fine stone roads. J,W. Harley, Mgr. 


The Suny School Times 


Philadelphia, March 18, 1916 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old ‘or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada. These 
rates include postage : 

Five or more copies, either to 
$ 1.00 separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 
$ 1.50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
One copy, five years, $6.00, 

: One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universa Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

Qne copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more Copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
‘Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscrib- 
ers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications 
ot The Sunday School ‘Times Company. 


Tue SunpDAy ScHoo: Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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 igiowr fury of illness has 
spent itself, and feebly 
the body is struggling to re- 
gain strength and vigor. 

It is easy to account for the 
_ rapid, restorative aid that San- 
atogen brings at such times. 
As a union of tissue-building 
protein and vigor - making 
phosphorus, Sanatogen gives 
the system—in a form the 
weakest stomach can digest— 
the precise elements to - 
en vitality and to arouse and 
support the body’s own heal- 


wer, 






are those who can 
> Sarah Grand, the 
novelist : 

**Sanatogen certainly restored 


me to health after the worst 
| nervous breakdown I ever had.” 


Or with Col. Henry Wat- 


terson, the famous editor: 


**I do not think I could have 
my vitality without 


Sanatogen acting equally upon 
the nervecenters and digestion.” - 












n,;-is’ confirmed by 
of physiciatis, over 
Whom © have’ en- 
an togen in writing, 
y indeed be sure that 
wean help you—if 

_ only you cwill ‘call’ upon it. 
Sanatogen is sold by good druggists, 
everywhere, in sizes from $1.00 up 
Gra: ad Prize, International 


83 of Medicine, 
London, 1915 






eA . 
5 Sanatogen 


for a free copy of *‘Nerve Health Re- 

ained.*’ If you wish to learn more about 
Sanatogen before you use it, write fora 
copy of this booklet, beautifully illus- 
trated and comprising facts and informa- 
tion of the greatest interest. Tear off this 
as &@ reminder to address 

THE BAUER CHEMICAL CO, 

26-G Irving Place New York 





as this praise ‘for. 


| quod agis’ 





| meditation aad communion, 











Young People’s Prayer Meeting 
(Continued from preceding page) 
young missionaries about their consecration 

of their time: . aie, 

'«* Missionaries should ere ge make 
some SS every ir great 
work, They are totand we are all apt— 
to spend the present Pe ee think- 
ing tnat in future much time may be spent 
inaction. But if there is ar need orn 
if something is dove every dey. ough the 
advance may not be ible at once, the 
effect will at last be con ible,”’ 

, _s- 

Time is consecrated when used for, good 


work, Ruskin felt this and changed the 
motto on the family coat of arms accord- 


ingly : 
nee hty father, with the assent, if not er 
port, of my mother and Mary, fixed, forsooth, 
upon a boar’s head, as reasonably proud, 
without claim to be patrician ; under-written 
by the motto ‘Age quod agis’ [Do what 
you da]. Some ten or twelve years, I 
su , after this, niiing to study her- 

ry, with attention, 1 apprehended, that, 


f pA pee a knight’s war-cry, or a peace- 


*s saving, the words on the scroll 
be a piece of advice to 


i. | other’ e, but must be always a declara- 
i | tion Of the bearer’s own mind. Where- 


u changed, on own seal, the ‘ Age 
aot into” To-day, ’ tacitly underlined 
to myself with thé warning, ‘The night 
cometh, whea no man can work,’’’ 
& 


And time is consecrated when given to 
prayer. As Dr. Alexander Maclaren said : 

“Without muck solitary communion with 
Jesus effort for Him tends to become me- 
chanical and to lose the elevation of motive 
and the suppression of self which gives it all 
its. power. It is not lost time which the 
busiest worker, confronted with the most im- 
perative calls for service, gives to still fellow- 
ship in secret with God. There can never 
be too. much activity in Christian work but 
there is often disproportioned activity, which 
is too much for the amount of time given to 


reason why theré is so much sewing and so 


| tittle reaping it Christian work to-day.’ 


& . 
We do not-all have the same number. of 
talents to consecrate bat every one has the 
same amount of time in each day. 


Our lives are not the same length but the 
important question is not how many days but 
how much in each‘ day. 


One man’s good day is better than an- 
other man’s bad decade, 


New York Ciry. 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


441. What is the earliest complaint found in 
the Bible -sainst a water rate? 

442. What king built and what king rebuilt 
the temple ¢ 

443. Who gave a dinner which lasted one 
hundred.and eighty days? 

444. .Who rescucd his kingdom for one mil- 
lion, eight hundred and seventy-five 
thousand dollars in silver? 

445. What king showed in his forehead his 
punishment for a blasphemous act ? 





Answers to Last Week's Questions 
436. When Elisha renewed the oil for the 
widow (2 Kings 4 : 1-7). 
437. Mordecai (Esth. 3 : 5, 6). 
438. ry (1 Kings 19: 4); Jonah (Jonah 
4: 5), 


439. At the second battle between Ahab 
king of Israel and Ben-hadad king. of 
Syria (t Kings 20 : 30). 

440. King Ahasuerts (Esth. 3 : 10). 

PHILADELPHIA; 
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** How to Speak Without Notes” is a clear, 
brief, practical address by Robert E. Spterg 


speakers of our time. It may be had for 20 














cents, postpaid, from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 10371 Walnut Street, Phila. 


-THE- SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


dg-one | 


“promptly receive the latest obtainable and most dependable information on that subject. 


one of the strongest, most experienced public |: 
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HEN on November 15, 1907, Nelson’s Perpetual Loose-Leaf En- 
cyclopaedia was perfected, newspapers and magazines and publish-. 
ing houses everywhere recognized the great practical value of the loose- 
leaf binding device as applied to Encyclopedia making—because by this 
means Nelson’s Encyclopedia could be kept adways new, and could be 
relied upon to supply the facts of to-day as well as the facts of yesterday. - 
At once the cumbersome, unsatisfactory method of issuing yeat books 
was superseded. Since its appearance in 1907, Nelson's Perpetual 
Loose-Leaf Encyclopedia and Research Bureau for Special Information 
has achieved the most remarkable success in the history of Reference. 
Book publishing, and is now to be found in all parts of the civilized: 
world—in Government Departments, Librariés, and Educational Institu- 
tions wherever the English language is spoken. 





" e Lien: 2 Piet alia i a 33 . 

of thousands of ni Shcitan te aol as Nelson's is selling now 

_ Bound in Twelve Handsome Volumes . 

REATING over 1,000,000 topics, with 7,099 illustrations, 500 new maps 

and plans, models, manikins, and colored’ plates. ‘The Patented Loose- 

Leaf Binder makes a volume so practical that by simply turning a nut the 

pages are loosened, the obsolete pages easily removed, and the new pages 

substituted. The Publishers issue to subscribers not less than 250 revised 

pages each six months—in March and October—thereby making Nelson's 
Encyclopedia always new and abreast of the times. 


Nelson’s Research Service Bureau 
ELSON’S permanent Research Bureau for Scientific Reports and Special In- 
N formation and Special Correspondence is the only organization of its kind in 
existence. It is prepared to answer fully and freely any question, to supply free 
any information that Nelson’s subscribers may ask or may want to know, Any time 
a subscriber wishes a special report oa any subject, large or small, old or new, he simply 
writes to Nelson’s Research Service Bureau with the positive assurance that he will 
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The World is Moving Fast. We Must Move With it 


CIiENCES change overnight. Discoveries are of last week—inventions of yesterday. 
‘The man or woman who progresses is keeping abreast of the times. 

Encyclopeedias that served you well within the last decade are now practically 
obsolete. They tell you nothing of ‘The Great War in Europe—destined to change the 
map and history of the world; sinking of the Lusitania; the Ancona Controversy ; 
new U. S. Federal ‘Trade Commission and U. S. Naval Advisory Board ; Panama- 
California Exposition ; The New Seaman's Law; Mexico in 1915; the most re- 
cent Cancer Treatments; ‘Gary Plan and_ other recent Educational Developments; 
Flying Machines in 1915 ; ‘Irust Decisions Of 1915 ; and thousands of other sub 
jects and current events that cannot be found in any other Reference Work. 


‘ We are constantly receiving inquiries asking us 206 © 
to make an allowance for old peers dasa ig to 
apply as part payment on son’s. e 
have therefore prepared a price list, stating the amount al- my y weg 
lowed, which will be mailed upon request. 200-208 Feares “ae 





Please send me port- 
folio containing sample 
pages — beautifully Itlus- 
trated with Colored Ma: 

and Plates, also sinaeqnanies 
and plans and full information 


When All Other Encyclopedias Fail 
ee 9. 
Lookit upinNelson ws {Penk een Halgeae Paeerae! 


Loose- Leaf Encyclopedia and_re- 
Thomas Nelson & Sons 


ceive a free Membership to Nel- 
since 1798 


son’s Research Service Bureau for 
Publishers 
Bibles, Hymnais, and Prayer Books 


Special Information. - This incurs no 
obligation on my part. 

3871-385 FOURTH AVENUE 

Dept. 206 € Mew York City 
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